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National Day of Honour 

Celebrated Across Canada 

A National   Day of Honour was designated on 9 May 2014 to 

remember those who served in the Afghanistan mission. 

The Canadian Armed Forces mission in Afghanistan came to 

a close in March 2014. More than 40,000 brave men and 

women served in our country’s military efforts in the region 

over the years and 158 gave their lives in the cause of peace 

and freedom. 

The Government of Canada will also present honours to the 

army and air force units that fought in Afghanistan, and to 

navy ships that deployed for the war on terror.  

Sixty three army regiments, special forces, the RCN’s fleet 

diving unit, and four air squadrons, will be bestowed an Af-

ghanistan Theatre Honour. Fifteen warships will receive the 

Arabian Sea honour. 

Theatre honours are given out for participation in overall 

campaigns and are different from the recognition given indi-

vidual units for specific battles, such as D-Day in the Second 

World War and Vimy Ridge during the First World War. 

There are also plans to etch the dates of war in Afghanistan 

into the National War Memorial, and relocate a cenotaph that 

once stood behind the Canadian headquarters in Kandahar to 

a new permanent home in Ottawa. 

A portion of that memorial is on display in Parliament and 

will tour the country, arriving back in Ottawa in time for Re-

membrance Day. 

http://www.ltgov.bc.ca/
http://www.ltgov.bc.ca/


By Krysten Everson, CBC News Blog, 9 Apr 2014 
The Canadian Armed Forces is considering an incentive 

program to go along with its new fitness test.  

The Fitness for Operational Requirement for Canadian 

Armed Forces Employment (FORCE) program was 

launched last year and after a transition period it is now 

the official physical fitness test for military personnel, 

replacing the 30-year-old CF EXPRES test. 

The FORCE test consists of four different phases based on 

basic tasks military members are expected to be able to 

do. The standard to pass is the same for all members, no 

matter age, gender or trade, and the test has to be complet-

ed annually. 

As of March 2014, more than 67,000 Canadian Forc-

es members had completed the new test. The failure rate is 

5.5 to six per cent, while the old fitness test had a failure 

rate of 2.5 per cent.  

According to documents CBC obtained through the Ac-

cess to Information Act, in order to encourage members to 

not just pass the course but to maintain a high level of fit-

ness, an incentive program is being considered to go along 

with the new test. 

The Directorate of Fitness says the incentives will provide 

targets for individuals and groups to improve annually. 

The direction for the incentive program is coming straight 

from Chief of Defence Staff General Tom Lawson, ac-

cording to Daryl Allard, the director of fitness at the Cana-

dian Forces Morale and Welfare Services. 

"The FORCE evaluation is essentially the minimum stand-

ard for the universality of service, and it's the minimum 

fitness requirement to serve in the [Canadian Forces]. But 

our military leadership and our commanders want people 

to be obviously above and beyond that minimal floor," 

Allard said.  

He said just because members pass or fail the test doesn't 

necessarily mean they are physically fit. 

"We feel we have the minimum standard right but to say 

that we're comfortable with people being under it definite-

ly not and just above it, no. Definitely, we want to moti-

vate people to achieve a higher level," he said. 

An incentive program was associated with the old fitness 

test. If members took the test and passed a certain level, 

they were exempt from taking the test the next year. 

Those exemptions were seen as counter-intuitive to en-

couraging a culture of fitness in the Armed Forces, so oth-

er options for incentives are being looked at, Allard said.  

The military is considering surveying members on what 

rewards they would prefer, conducting focus groups with 

the navy, army, air force and the primary reserve force, 

and consulting with the director of heritage and history on 

what medals, coins or pins could be given out. 

The military would not go into detail about what options 

are being considered. But it is aiming to test some of 

the options on bases in May, June and July and to have an 

incentive program ready for 2015. 

Armed Forces Considers  

Incentives to Keep Soldiers Fit 

Newsletter Distribution 

In my last newsletter entry, I referred to a survey of our on-

going operations and satisfaction that we are living within 

our budget with the proviso that we may have to make 

changes as costs change.  

That message also mentioned a potential opportunity to in-

vest in a legacy endowment through the University of Vic-

toria in support of the Military Oral History course. We 

continue to investigate that possibility with UVic; indeed, 

your hard-working Board of Directors plans to get together 

during the off-season to devote a special meeting just to this 

topic. 

In this message I want to apprise you of your Board’s reac-

tion to the latest jump in postal rates. As more fully de-

scribed elsewhere in this Newsletter, the cost of ‘snail mail’ 

has become such a significant and growing part of our an-

nual budget that we must look at alternatives. One way of 

dealing with this matter is to limit “paper” distribution of 

the Newsletter to those members who specifically request it. 

The rest of us would receive it by email with the option of 

reading it on screen or printing it out ourselves. Extra cop-

ies from the minimum cost-effective print run, which are 

not mailed out to the members specifically requesting it, 

would be available as a take-away at subsequent second-

Wednesday luncheon meetings. We believe that limiting 

our Newsletter mailings to those who need it (e.g. no com-

puters, no email) will generate real savings. 

Ukraine – Russia 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will see a recent UNHCR 

report on events in this troubled region. The situation there 

is estimated by some to be the greatest threat to European 

peace in many decades. Certainly the potential for a confla-

gration is noteworthy. Given our mandated interest in the 

security and defence of Canada, it behooves us to be knowl-

edgeable on this conflict. We will be watching for other 

helpful articles on this subject as well as seeking speakers 

who can speak competently to it. 

RUSI-VI Board of Directors for 2014-15 

There has been some further evolution in your Board of 

Directors as some have assumed new duties and recruited 

replacements. The Newsletter masthead on page 1 will 

bring you up-to-date with these changes. 

Wishing everyone a pleasant and safe summer. I look for-

ward to seeing you all in September. 

Major-General E.S. (Ed) Fitch (retired), OMM, MSM, CD, 

President, RUSI-VI       

esfitch@telus.net 

From the President of RUSI-VI 



Follow-up to Alan MacLeod's Presentation on War Memorials  

 

Many RUSI members suggested we publish a follow-up to Alan MacLeod’s excellent 

presentation on Canadian war memorials on 9 April. Many of you asked for the word-

ing on one of Alan’s slides… because it is as relevant to military members who sur-

vived more recent conflicts as it was to those who returned home in 1918. Here it is: 
                       

“Those at home would never understand” from And We Go On, by Will R. Bird 

Prisoners! We were prisoners, prisoners who could never escape. I had been 
trying to imagine how I would express my feelings when I got home, and now I 
knew I never could, none of us could. We could no more make ourselves articu-
late than could those who would not return; we were in a world apart, prison-
ers, in chains that would never loosen till death freed us. 

And I knew that those at home would never understand. They would be impatient, wondering why we 
were so dumb, unable to put our experiences into words; and there would be many of the boys who 
would be surly, taciturn, moody, resenting good intentions, perhaps taking to hard liquor and aimless 
drifting. We, of the brotherhood, could understand the soldier, but never explain him. All of us would re-
main a separate, definite people, as if branded by a monstrous despotism.  

‘Those at home would never understand’ 
 

 

 

You also asked for more information on the CEF100 Commemoration Society whose Chief Commemoration 

Officer, John Azar, responded to a question about the relevance of remembering war to Canadian youth. The 

following is taken from a CEF100 Commemoration Society document: 

Legacy 

More than 600,000 Canadians enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) and the Newfoundland Regiment in 

the First World War. Many thousands more served in the Royal Canadian Navy, in other forces such as the Royal Fly-

ing Corps (RFC), in the merchant marine and in support organizations. Almost every Canadian family was impacted by 

the war in a major way.  

Members of the Canadian military, related organizations and civilians have also served our country and its citizens in 

many other wars and conflicts.  While many monuments have been built to commemorate their service, the principle 

legacy of their courage, bravery and sacrifice lives on through the stories of their experiences before, during and after 

these wars. 

Relevance 

So, what relevance do these stories have for young women and men living today? 

We hope and pray that you will never have to experience a major conflict or war and the almost unimaginable hardships 

encountered by young people who were very much like you. But, there is no way of knowing what the future will bring 

and there will surely be times in your personal, community and working lives when you will be faced with very difficult 

situations—situations where you may doubt your ability to succeed. 

If you learn and absorb the stories of the hardships faced, and the sacrifices made, in conflicts and wars by young peo-

ple who were the same age or slightly older than you, then, when a situation arises where you have to gather all your 

strength, courage, determination and will to do the right thing ... you will remember them ...and that memory will in-

spire you and help you prevail. 

For more information, or to get involved, contact John at: 

John Azar 

250.595.3407  /  jazar@cef100.ca     

www.cef100.ca 

Legacy and Relevance  For Canadian Youth 
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UN Report on the human rights 

situation in Ukraine  

15 May 2014  

The present report is based on the findings of the United 

Nations (UN) Human Rights Monitoring Mission in 

Ukraine (HRMMU) covering the period of 2 April - 6 

May 2014. It follows the first report on the human rights 

situation in Ukraine released by the Office of the UN 

High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on 15 

April 2014.  

 

Since the issuance of the first report, the HRMMU has 

noted the following steps undertaken by the Govern-

ment of Ukraine to implement some of the recommen-

dations from the report. These include: the drafting of 

legislation on peaceful assembly; and the development 

of a policy to prevent the negative stereotyping of mi-

nority communities in the media.  

 

The HRMMU also notes the ongoing investigation by 

the Office of the General Prosecutor into the gross hu-

man rights violations that were committed during the 

violent Maidan clashes between November 2013 and 

February 2014 that resulted in the killing of protesters 

and police, as well as allegations of torture and reports 

of missing persons. These investigations need to be 

completed in a timely, independent, effective and im-

partial manner to ensure accountability and justice for 

all, both victims and alleged perpetrators; the process 

and the results of these investigations must be transpar-

ent.  

 

OHCHR appreciates that the Government of Ukraine 

has welcomed the HRMMU, offering open and con-

structive cooperation. It has been forthright in providing 

information and discussing with the HRMMU human 

rights concerns: right to life, liberty and security of per-

son, the freedoms of movement, peaceful assembly, ex-

pression and association, as well as right to fair trial and 

equal access to justice without discrimination and the 

protection of the rights of all minorities.  

 

The main findings and conclusions for the period cov-

ered by this report are:  

i. The Government of Ukraine is taking steps to imple-

ment the provisions of the Geneva Agreement conclud-

ed on 17 April 2014.1 On the same day, the Cabinet of 

Ministers of Ukraine issued an Order "On the organiza-

tion of the discussion of amendments to the provisions 

of the Constitution of Ukraine on decentralization of 

State power”. On 18 April, a parliamentary coalition 

suggested to all political parties represented in the parlia-

ment to sign a memorandum of understanding regarding 

ways to resolve the situation in eastern Ukraine. Accord-

ing to acting President and Speaker of Parliament 

Turchynov, the initiative was not supported by members 

of the opposition. On 22 April, the draft law “On preven-

tion of harassment and punishment of persons in relation 

to the events that took place during mass actions of civil 

resistance that began on 22 February 2014" was regis-

tered in Parliament.  

ii. Armed groups continue to illegally seize and occupy 

public and administrative buildings in cities and towns of 

the eastern regions and proclaim “self-declared regions”. 

Leaders and members of these armed groups commit an 

increasing number of human rights abuses, such as abduc-

tions, harassment, unlawful detentions, in particular of 

journalists. This is leading to a breakdown in law and or-

der and a climate of intimidation and harassment.  

iii. In the aftermath of the 16 March unlawful 

“referendum”2 in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, 

Ukraine, there are increasing reports of residents being 

affected by the changing institutional and legal frame-

work. Human rights concerns relate to citizenship, prop-

erty and labour rights, access to health and education. Of 

concern to the HRMMU, are the increasing reports of on-

going harassment towards Crimean Tatars, and other resi-

dents who did not support the “referendum”. The reported 

cases of Crimean Tatars facing obstruction to their free-

dom of movement, as well as the recent attack on the 

building of the parliament of the Crimean Tatar people 

are worrying developments. Legislation of the Russian 

Federation is now being enforced in Crimea, in contradic-

tion with UN General Assembly resolution 68/262, enti-

tled “Territorial integrity of Ukraine”. In addition, its dif-

ferences with Ukrainian laws will have a significant im-

pact on human rights, posing in particular limitations on 

the freedoms of expression, peaceful assembly, associa-

tion and religion.  

iv. The Government of Ukraine needs to carry out a 

prompt, transparent and comprehensive investigation into 

the violent events in Odesa and ensure that the perpetra-

tors are brought to justice in a timely and impartial man-

ner. The impact of the 2 May violence in Odesa has hard-

ened the resolve of many, and strengthened the rhetoric of 

hatred. In its aftermath, a call was made for mobilisation 

to join local armed groups in the eastern regions of Do-

netsk and Luhansk. Referenda on the “recognition” of the 

so-called “Donetsk People’s Republic and “Luhansk Peo-

ple’s Republic” were planned in both regions for 11 May.  

v. Many peaceful demonstrations have been observed by 

the HRMMU in the country. A tendency has been ob-

served for a peaceful protest to suddenly turn into a vio-

lent confrontation. Increasingly the result of such violent 

acts and confrontation leads to numerous deaths and inju-



Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island ...  5 
 

 

ries. All too often, the police appear unable to guarantee 

the security of participants, and ensure law and order. 

Peaceful assemblies must be permitted, both as a matter of 

international law and as a way for people to express their 

opinion. Policing should facilitate such assemblies, ensur-

ing the protection of participants, irrespective of their po-

litical views. 

vi. In eastern Ukraine, freedom of expression is under par-

ticular attack through the harassment of, and threats to, 

journalists and media outlets. The increasing prevalence of 

hate speech is further fuelling tensions. Both these factors 

are deepening divisions between communities and exacer-

bating the crisis. All parties must take immediate steps to 

avoid incitement and radicalisation.  

vii. Campaigning for the 25 May Presidential elections is 

well underway. Some candidates report arbitrary re-

strictions, conflicts and incidents, which impacts and cur-

tails their ability to campaign with voters. Transparent, fair 

and democratic Presidential elections on 25 May are an 

important factor in contributing towards the de-escalation 

of tensions and restoration of law and order.  

1 The Geneva meeting took place on 17 April 2014. As the result 

of the negotiations between the representatives of Ukraine, EU, 

USA and Russian Federation in Geneva on 17 April 2014, an 

agreement was reached on initial concrete steps to de-escalate 

tensions and restore security for all: (1) All sides must refrain 

from any violence, intimidation or provocative actions; (2) All 

illegal armed groups must be disarmed; all illegally seized build-

ings must be returned to legitimate owners; all illegally occupied 

public offices must be vacated; (3) Amnesty granted to the pro-

testors who left seized buildings and surrendered weapons, with 

the exception of those found guilty of capital crimes; and (4) The 

announced constitutional process will be inclusive, transparent 

and accountable carried out through a broad national dialogue.  
 

2 UN General Assembly Resolution 68/262 on the territorial in-

tegrity of Ukraine, OP 5: “Underscores that the referendum held 

in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevasto-

pol on 16 March 2014, having no validity, cannot form the basis 

for any alteration of the status of the Autonomous Republic of 

Crimea or of the city of Sevastopol 

“lethal autonomous weapons systems” opens at the 

United Nations in Geneva tomorrow (Tuesday, 13 

May). 

“Talking about the problems posed by these future 

weapons is a good place to start, but a ban needs to be 

put in place urgently if we are to avoid a future where 

compassionless robots decide who to kill on the battle-

field,” said Nobel Peace Laureate Jody Williams of the 

Nobel Women’s Initiative, a founding member of the 

Campaign to Stop Killer Robots. 

Today, 20 Nobel Peace laureates including Williams 

issued a joint statement expressing their support for the 

objective of a preemptive ban on fully autonomous 

weapons. The signatories include 14 individual recipi-

ents of the Nobel Peace Prize and six organizations. 

According to the joint statement, “Lethal robots would 

completely and forever change the face of war and like-

ly spawn a new arms race. Can humanity afford to fol-

low such a path?” 

Also today, Mines Action Canada released a memoran-

dum to delegates “Lessons from Protocol IV on Blind-

ing Laser Weapons for the Current Discussions about 

Autonomous Weapons” which clearly describes the 

precedent set by the pre-emptive ban on blinding laser 

weapons in Protocol IV of the Convention on Conven-

tional Weapons. 

“Fully autonomous weapons would threaten fundamen-

tal rights and principles, such as the right to life and the 

principle of dignity,” said Paul Hannon, Executive Di-

rector at Mines Action Canada, a co-founder of the 

Campaign to Stop Killer Robots. “Governments need to 

say no to these weapons for any purpose and preemp-

tively ban them now, before it is too late.” 

Fully autonomous weapons do not yet exist, but several 

robotic systems with various degrees of autonomy and 

lethality are currently in use by the US, China, Russia, 

Israel, South Korea, and the UK, and these and other 

nations are moving toward ever-greater autonomy in 

weapons systems. 

Since the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots launched in 

April 2013, the topic of fully autonomous weapons has 

gone from an obscure, little known issue to one that is 

commanding international attention. All of the 44 na-

tions that have made public statements to date have ex-

pressed interest and concern at the challenges and dan-

gers posed by these weapons. No government opposed 

the decision taken on 15 November 2013 to begin dis-

cussing questions about the weapons in 2014 in the 

framework of the Convention on Conventional Weap-

ons. 

The Campaign to Stop Killer Robots supports any ac-

tion to urgently address fully autonomous weapons in 

UN Experts Meet To Discuss 
“Killer Robots” 

Campaign Organizers' News Release, 12 May 2014: 

Nations should commit to begin drafting new international 

law to stop the development of fully autonomous weapons 

or “killer robots,” said the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots 

today on the eve of the first multilateral talks on the issue. 

These are weapons that, once activated, would select and 

engage targets without human intervention. 

The four-day Convention on Conventional Weapons 

(CCW) meeting of experts to discuss questions concerning 

http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2014/05/13/experts-to-meet-in-geneva-to-discuss-killer-robots/
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2014/05/13/experts-to-meet-in-geneva-to-discuss-killer-robots/
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any forum and it welcomed the agreement to work in the 

CCW. The CCW’s 1995 protocol banning blinding la-

sers is a pertinent example of a weapon being preemp-

tively banned before it was ever fielded or used. 

“For years we have been urging that governments take 

action to ensure that machines are never permitted to se-

lect targets and use force without meaningful human con-

trol,” said Professor Noel Sharkey, Chair of the Interna-

tional Committee for Robot Arms Control (ICRAC), an 

NGO established by concerned engineers, computing 

and artificial intelligence experts, roboticists, and pro-

fessionals from related disciplines in 2009.A co-founder 

of the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots, ICRAC released 

a statement in October 2013 endorsed by 272 experts in 

37 countries including Canada that calls for a ban on the 

development and deployment of weapon systems that 

make the decision to apply violent force autonomously, 

without any human control. 

Mines Action Canada has launched a public initiative to 

Keep Killer Robots Fiction. “Canadians are familiar 

with the idea of killer robots from comic books, movies 

and novels but the reality is that these weapons will 

bring about dramatic changes in how war is fought,” 

said Erin Hunt, Mines Action Canada’s Program Of-

ficer. “Fully autonomous weapons should stay on the 

screen and not on the battlefield. It is time for Canada to 

take on a leadership role to keep killer robots fiction.” 

The Campaign to Stop Killer Robots is a global coali-

tion of 51 non-governmental organizations active in two 

dozen countries that calls for a preemptive ban on the 

development, production, and use of weapons that 

would be able to select and attack targets without human 

intervention. This prohibition should be achieved 

through an international treaty, as well as through na-

tional laws and other measures, to enshrine the principle 

that decisions to use violent force against a human being 

must always be made by a human being. 

The Campaign to Stop Killer Robots is led by a Steering 

Committee of five international non-governmental or-

ganizations (NGOs)—Human Rights Watch, Interna-

tional Committee for Robot Arms Control, Nobel Wom-

en’s Initiative, Pugwash Conferences on Science & 

World Affairs, and Women’s International League for 

Peace and Freedom—and four national NGOs that work 

internationally: Article 36 (UK), Association for Aid 

and Relief Japan, Mines Action Canada, and PAX, for-

merly IKV Pax Christi (The Netherlands). The cam-

paign delegation to the CCW meeting is comprised of 

40 experts from member NGOs in 12 countries. 

Representatives from the Campaign to Stop Killer Ro-

bots will present their concerns about fully autonomous 

weapons at daily side events at the United Nations in 

Geneva on 13-16 May 2013 

By John Heilprin, Calgary Herald, 13 May 2014  

GENEVA-Diplomats urged the adoption of new interna-

tional laws Tuesday that could govern or outright forbid the 

use of killer robots if the technology becomes reality some-

day. 

At the first United Nations meeting devoted to the subject, 

representatives began trying to define the limits and respon-

sibilities of so-called lethal autonomous weapons systems 

that could go beyond human-directed drones already being 

used by some armies today. 

"All too often international law only responds to atrocities 

and suffering once it has happened," Michael Moeller, act-

ing head of the U.N.'s European headquarters in Geneva, 

told diplomats at the start of the four-day gathering. "You 

have the opportunity to take pre-emptive action and ensure 

that the ultimate decision to end life remains firmly under 

human control." 

He noted that the U.N. treaty they were meeting to discuss 

— the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons 

adopted by 117 nations including the world's major powers 

— was used before to prohibit the use of blinding laser 

weapons in the 1990s before they were ever deployed on 

the battlefield, and this "serves as an example to be fol-

lowed again." 

His proposal echoes calls by groups such as the Campaign 

to Stop Killer Robots and Humans Rights Watch, which 

want an international ban on Terminator-style machines 

before they can ever be activated. 

Delegates from many of the nations said existing laws prob-

ably won't cover future weapons that could decide on tar-

gets without human intervention. 

"It is indispensable to maintain human control over the de-

cision to kill another human being," German Ambassador 

Michael Biontino told the meeting. "This principle of hu-

man control is the foundation of the entire international hu-

manitarian law." 

U.S. diplomat and legal adviser Stephen Townley cautioned 

the meeting against pre-judging the uses of emerging tech-

nologies. Rather than consider popular culture images of "a 

humanoid machine independently selecting targets," he 

urged decision-makers to focus on actual ways weapons 

will likely develop. 

But even if the technology doesn't exist yet, diplomats 

agreed it wasn't too early to ponder the legal, moral and eth-

ical dimensions. 

"The fascination produced by technology shall not prevent 

us from raising relevant questions about the convenience 

and consequences of our future choices," said Brazil's Am-

bassador Pedro Motto Pinto Coelho.  

Report on the UN Conference to 

Govern Use of Killer Robots 
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The RCMP takes terrorism financing very seriously, 

and continues to collaborate with its partners and 

communities to create a strong and integrated law en-

forcement approach to root out this crime and keep 

Canadians safe. 

RCMP News Release, 29 April 2014 

Yesterday, the RCMP’s Integrated National Security 

Enforcement Teams (INSETs) in Ontario and Quebec 

executed search warrants as part of a terrorist financing 

investigation on the International Relief Fund for Af-

flicted and Needy-Canada (IRFAN-Canada), which is 

linked to the terrorist entity Hamas. 

The operation named Project Sapphire led INSETs to 

execute search warrants in two locations: IRFAN’s head 

office in Mississauga, Ontario, and a residence in Mon-

treal, Quebec. An extensive amount of documentary 

evidence along with stored media, money and other rec-

ords were seized. 

The investigation continues. Citizens who have infor-

mation related to the activities of IRFAN-Canada are 

urged to contact the RCMP’s National Security Net-

work at 1-800-420-5805. 

The RCMP reminds Canadians that it is a criminal of-

fence for Canadians at home and abroad to have any 

dealings with the assets or finances of a listed terrorist 

entity under the Criminal Code. Furthermore, anyone 

who has information regarding the existence of any 

property owned or controlled, or related transaction by a 

listed terrorist entity, has an obligation to disclose it. 

“We are determined to stop Canadian funds from get-

ting in the hands of terrorist groups,” said Assistant 

Commissioner James Malizia, the Officer in Charge of 

Federal Policing Operations. “We continue to work dili-

gently with our partners to investigate and disrupt or-

ganizations from misusing charitable donations to fund 

terrorist activity.” 

Since 2002, the Government of Canada has been listing 

terrorist entities as a public means of identifying groups 

associated with terrorism. Some listed terrorist entities 

are using Canada to fundraise to support their activities. 

Investigations indicate that money is flowing from Can-

ada to support terrorist organizations and in some cases, 

insurgent activities in conflict areas. 

The RCMP works closely with key partner agencies in 

INSETs to share information and intelligence on these 

types of investigations. The RCMP would like to thank 

the partners who contributed to this investigation, espe-

cially the Financial Transactions and Reports Analysis 

Centre of Canada (FINTRAC), as well as partners of 

the INSET teams in Ontario and Quebec. 

RCMP Conducts Search Warrants 

as Part of a  

Terrorist Financing Investigation 

Last Post 
Gerald Worth PATTERSON Colonel Passed away 

peacefully at Victoria General Hospital on March 17, 

2014. Born on June 16, 1926 in Ottawa, he joined the 

Merchant Navy In 1943 and sailed as a cadet officer 

and third mate in convoys on the North Atlantic Ocean 

and the Mediterranean Sea. In 1949, Gerry enlisted in 

the RCAF. Trained as a fighter pilot, he flew Vampire, 

Mustang, Sabre and Voodoo fighters in 409, 410 and 

416 Squadrons and served in various staff appointments 

at RCAF HQ, SHAPE HQ, Belgium, Air Defence 

Command HQ, North Bay, and NORAD HQ, Colorado. 

Gerry retired from the military after 30 years of service 

and subsequently worked as an Air Safety Investigator 

& an Aviator Administrator for Expo 86. A celebration 

of life will be arranged at a later date for friends. 

RCAF Cormorant flies over Peru 

By David Hughes , Ottawa Citizen, Defence Watch Blog, 

25 April 2014 

  
Photo: Capt Trevor Reid, 19 Wing Public Affairs 

A Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) CH-149 Cormo-

rant search and rescue helicopter flies for the first time 

over the city of Lima, Peru, during a flight to test the 

helicopter’s functions. 

The Cormorant was transported, partially disassem-

bled, by a CC-177 Globemaster aircraft and reassem-

bled over the course of three days by a team of IMP 

aerospace technicians. 

The helicopter, along with a CC-130J Hercules 

transport plane and approximately 60 members of the 

RCAF, are in Peru to take part in Exercise COOPER-

ACIÓN III, a humanitarian relief exercise, on 22 April  

2014. 

RCAF Cormorant flies over Peru 
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CHANGES TO RUSI-VI NEWS-

LETTER DISTRIBUTION 

Because of the steadily rising cost of postage 

(up 25% since last issue) we are now offering 

both paper (via Canada Post) and electronic 

(via email) options for its delivery. 

We will let RUSI-VI members for whom we 

have email addresses try out electronic delivery 

with this issue and our August 2014 issue. 

These issues will be delivered by both Canada 

Post and by email.  

If you have an email address and do not receive 

electronic copies of these issues, that means we 

do not have a valid email address for you. If 

you received this issue via Canada Post only, 

but have an email address, please send your 

current email address to me (RUSI-VI Newslet-

ter Editor Skip Triplett) at skiptrip@gmail.com. 

If you have an email address and wish to con-

tinue receiving a paper copy via Canada Post, 

send me a note (again, skiptrip@gmail.com) 

and I will keep you on our “via Canada Post” 

distribution list. 

If I do not receive a note from you asking to 

continue to receive a paper copy, you will 

begin receiving only electronic copies in No-

vember 2014. 

Copies of our Newsletter are also available on 

our website www.rusiviccda.org/ and, begin-

ning in November, paper copies will also be 

available at our luncheons. 

With copies available via Canada Post, via 

email, on our web site and at our luncheons we 

are trying to accommodate everyone’s needs. 

But we hope that the majority of our members 

will be satisfied with electronic delivery and 

save us significant postage.  

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR   

Wednesday, 14 May marked the final luncheon 

of our RUSI-VI 2013/14 season. 

Wednesday, 10 September will be the first 

luncheon of our 2014/15 season. Speaker coor-

dinator Murray Ramsbottom is in the final stag-

es of confirming our fall series and details will 

be announced in our August 2014 Newsletter.   
Have a great summer! 

Viking's Twin Otter Series 400 Aircraft 

Sales Continue in South East Asia 

Viking Air Ltd., News Release, 13 Feb 2014 

Singapore, February 13th, 2014: With yesterday’s an-

nouncement of a new dual aircraft order to First Flying 

Co., Ltd. of Japan, the Viking Twin Otter Series 400 con-

tinues to demonstrate a strong presence throughout South 

East Asia. Nine countries throughout the region have wit-

nessed Series 400 Twin Otter sales, with an additional 

seven countries participating in active sales campaigns. 

Topping the list with a six aircraft order announced in 

2010, the Vietnam Navy have now received their first 

fixed wing aircraft with the arrival late last year of their 

initial Series 400 Twin Otter in-country. 

In addition to the on-going flight and maintenance train-

ing programs being conducted at Viking’s corporate head-

quarters in Victoria, BC, Viking customer service repre-

sentatives and flight training delegates will be on-site at 

the Navy Air Wing Base in Nha Trang to assist with the 

integration of the aircraft into current Navy operations. 

MASwings, subsidiary to Malaysian Airlines, also have 

six Series 400 Twin Otter aircraft on order, with three al-

ready delivered and operating as regional commuters in 

Malaysia and the next two scheduled for delivery in the 

next six weeks. The fifth MASwings aircraft delivery will 

mark the completion of the 50th Viking production Twin 

Otter Series 400, and will be celebrated in March. 

Other customers on the South East Asia regional sales list 

include Meiya Air of China (5), Airfast Indonesia (4), 

Aerostar Leasing of Singapore (4), Ok Tedi/Loch Ard in 

Papua New Guinea (2), Regent/Loch Ard in Bangladesh 

(1), Hevilift of Australia (1), and the newest addition, 

First Flying of Japan (2). 

The Series 400 Twin Otter is ideally suited for the region 

due to its robust design, ease of maintenance, STOL per-

formance capabilities, and ability to operate from water or 

unimproved strips in a single platform. The versatility and 

dependability of the Twin Otter Series 400 in extreme 

conditions provides regional operators the opportunity to 

reliably service the many remote islands and water-based 

locales with passenger transport or infrastructure support, 

critical to both the success of the operator and the devel-

opment of the region. 

With Viking aircraft sold and delivered to 23 countries 

worldwide, the Series 400 Twin Otter is confirmed as the 

best-selling next generation turbo-prop aircraft in its class. 

Viking provides OEM support for the worldwide fleet of 

de Havilland legacy aircraft (DHC-1 through DHC-7) and 

forms part of Westerkirk Capital Inc, a Canadian private 

investment firm with substantial holdings in the hospitali-

ty, aviation, and real estate sectors. 
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