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Russia's Newest Military Base In
Europe Will Be Just 40km From
NATO Facilities In Cyprus

By Tyler Durden, on www.zerohedge.com, February 9, 2015

"We want to avoid further deterioration in relations between Russia
and Europe," explained Cyprus' President Nicos Anastasiades upon re-
portedly signing an agreement to offer Russia military facilities on its
soil (that we noted previously). The air force base at which Russian
planes will use is about 40 kilometers from Britain's sovereign Air
Force base at Akrotiri, on the south shores of Cyprus, which provides
support to NATO operations in the Middle and Near East regions. As
fault lines within the EU widen, Anastasiades said in his interview that
Cyprus opposes additional sanctions against Russia by the European
Union over Ukraine, "Cyprus and Russia enjoy traditionally good rela-
tions and that is not going to change."

Keep your friends close... and enemies closer?

Note that Canada used the Paphos location for Canadian Troops leav-
ing operations in Afghanistan to receive post operations decompression
and reintegration briefings before they returned home to Canada.
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Sweden Proposes Aggressive
Nordic Defense

Fight Against ‘IS’ Making
Some Progress

Defense News, February 10, 2015 - From RCN In-
ternational Outlook, February 10, 2015

The Nordic Defence Cooperation (NORDEFCO)
group - a network comprised of Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway, and Sweden - has agreed to great-
ly enhance its cooperative efforts to bolster the Nor-
dic region's security capabilities. Sweden, which
currently chairs the group, proposed expanding the
collaboration within the organization to include the
creation of a 1,600-soldier Nordic-Baltic Battle
Group (NBBGQG) to respond to security threats in the
Arctic and Baltic Sea regions. Measures to expand
early warning capabilities for enhanced air and mar-
itime cooperation are also being explored. The
NORDEFCO's 2014 Annual Report, which was re-
leased last week, also outlines a range of measures
informed by increasing concerns regarding Russia's
growing aggressiveness. While participation in the
network remains voluntary, reports suggest that
there is high level interest in expanding the group
amongst participant countries, particularly in areas
like military interoperability and technological col-
laboration.

Canada Seeks Naval

Supply Ship Lease

Defense News, 14 February 2015

The RCN is investigating the lease of commercial at
-sea replenishment vessels in order to fill the gap in
this capability that was opened with the retirement
of the RCN's two resupply ships, HMCS Preserver
and Protecteur, last year. Ottawa has earmarked
CAD $2.6 billion for the construction of two new
Joint Supply Ships to replace Preserver and Protect-
eur, but the JSS are not projected to be operational
until 2021. RCN commander Vice-Admiral Norman
has said that the US Navy has offered replenish-
ment assistance, but this solution would be feasible
for a year at most, given heavy demand for the
American ships. Meanwhile, Canadian officials are
pursuing the commercial lease option, with the abil-
ity to transfer fuel to the RCN's frigates at the very
least, and for civilian crews on the leased ships to
eventually be replaced by RCN personnel.

The Economist, February 7, 2015

The fight against Islamic State is making some progress,
but the jihadists are hardly on the back foot.

The repertoire of new horrors keeps expanding. On Feb-
ruary 3rd the jihadists of Islamic State (IS) released a
video showing the immolation of Flight Lieutenant Mo-
az al-Kasasbeh, a Jordanian pilot captured after he eject-
ed from his F-16 jet, over Syria in December. The sick-
ening footage appears calculated to attract potential IS
recruits; scare and provoke its enemies into actions that
would feed IS’s propaganda; and create cleavages be-
tween the leaders and populations of countries who have
joined in coalition against it.

Sure enough, within a few hours Jordan responded by
hanging two convicted terrorists, including one whose
freedom IS had demanded in exchange for Licutenant
Kasasbeh. But in other respects IS may have miscalcu-
lated. Jordan, which along with the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) had stopped flying sorties against IS after
the pilot’s capture, vowed a “severe” response. The Jor-
danian people, many of whom had just days earlier been
protesting the monarch’s decision to join the coalition
against IS, now seem united in outrage and demands for
revenge. Even jihadist groups have expressed outrage at
the killing.

Despite the ghoulish propaganda, the coalition can claim
to be making slow progress. It is six months since
Barack Obama gathered 60-odd countries into a coali-
tion to “degrade and ultimately destroy” IS. Since the
first air strike in Iraq on August 8th, the campaign has
extended into Syria and widened to include arming and
training allies such as Syrian and Iraqi Kurds, and Iraqi
government forces.

America’s Central Command claims that about 6,000 IS
fighters have been killed, including up to half the
group’s “top commanders”. Some reckon it has 30,000
fighters in fray. At the end of January Kurdish fighters
in Kobane, a Syrian town on the border with Turkey,
said that they had expelled IS after four months of grim
fighting with help from coalition bombers.

More than 1,000 IS fighters are thought to have been
killed in that battle. Syrian Kurds have also extended
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their control into surrounding villages previously
held by IS. Rebels in provinces to the west of Ko-
bane say their front lines with IS have been quiet,
suggesting that the jihadists are struggling to fight
on multiple fronts.

The biggest setback appears to have been to the au-
ra of invincibility that IS acquired last year when its
advance through Iraq and Syria seemed unstoppa-
ble. Although IS still controls an area of Syria and
Iraq about the size and population of Jordan, it has
been unable to expand into areas of Iraq where Shi-
as or Kurds are a majority. Threatening Baghdad or
Erbil now appears beyond IS’s capacity.

IS sees no distinction between Iraq and Syria, as
the coalition does. As the group gets squeezed in
Iraq, it is likely to expand into Syria where there is
little the coalition could do but increase the number
of air strikes. The population of potentially-friendly
Sunnis is far greater than in Iraq and the atrocities
of Bashar Assad’s regime continue to stir Sunni
resentment. Outside the Kurdish areas there are no
local forces to partner with. Until the coalition can
resolve its conflicting interests in Syria, above all
how it intends to get rid of the Assad regime, IS
will at most be contained.

Foreign fighters appear to be flowing in to replen-
ish losses as fast as ever, reckons Rami Jarrah, a
Syrian journalist who lives on Turkey’s border with
Syria. In January the International Centre for the
Study of Radicalisation and Political Violence, a
London-based think-tank, suggested there were at
least 20,000 foreign jihadists, surpassing the num-
ber that flocked to defeat the Soviets in Afghani-
stan in the 1980s.

On the ground the battlefront remains fluid. In No-
vember Iraqi government forces, with help from
coalition air power, retook Baiji, the site of Iraq’s
biggest oil refinery, in a major reverse for IS. A
month later they had lost it again. Though IS ap-
peared to have consolidated its grip on the mainly
Sunni province of Anbar, some Shia militias, invit-
ed in perhaps surprisingly by local Sunni tribal
leaders, have made advances. In late January, Iraqi
government and Shia forces pushed IS out of its
remaining stronghold in Diyala province, north-east
of Baghdad.

Further north the jihadists are also on the retreat.
American commanders say that air strikes com-

bined with a ground offensive by Iraqi Kurdish forc-
es have pushed back IS from their positions west of
Mosul, Iraq’s second-biggest city, which fell to ji-
hadists last June. IS supply routes from its territory
in Syria are being cut. Talk of an early summer as-
sault on Mosul has also resumed. That seems prema-
ture. Efforts to rebuild the Iraqi army are unlikely to
bear fruit so quickly. And the city could not be taken
without a heavy toll in civilian lives.

The coalition is also having some success in hitting
IS in its wallet. By destroying oil installations, the
air strikes have denied IS its main source of cash.
Oil receipts may have dropped by two-thirds to
$750,000-$1.3m a day from $2-3m in June. Banks in
areas under IS control may have run out of cash. IS
is killing rather than ransoming hostages, having
raised at least $20m in 2014. “The key thing is these
sources of financing aren’t renewable,” says Mat-
thew Levitt of the Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, a think-tank. “While IS is a rich terror
group, it is a poor state.” People in Raqqa, IS’s Syri-
an headquarters, say salaries are still being paid, but
services—crucial to IS’s claim to rule—are drying
up.

These setbacks may help explain the group’s turn to
ever more ghoulish acts to bolster morale and keep
up the flow of new recruits. That suggests an oppor-
tunity, says Mr Levitt. Stories are emerging of IS
fighters who are killed or jailed by the group when
they try to leave it, but they are not widely circulat-
ed. “We need [videos of] foreign fighters who have
returned saying: ‘I went but was cleaning toi-
lets;’...‘I went and wanted to leave and they killed
my two brothers’,” says Mr Levitt. A long war needs
not just guns and planes but also a comprehensive
strategy and the patient waging of a battle of ideas.
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Missing Canadian
Excalibur Rounds

Global News February 8, 2015

OTTAWA — The Canadian army somehow lost
three highly-sophisticated, precision-guided artil-
lery shells on its ways out of Afghanistan in an em-
barrassing case that resulted in an almost two-year
investigation.

Known as Excalibur rounds, the 155-millimetre
high-explosive ammunition could not be accounted
for among the mission close-out paperwork as the
military withdrew from Kandahar in late 2011.

Newly released records, obtained by The Canadian
Press under access to information legislation, show
defence officials, at first, thought as many as five
the global positioning system-guided shells had
gone missing when soldiers tore down their for-
ward operating bases. But that number was reduced
to three when it was realized someone had filed
paperwork twice.

The shells are not cheap. They come with a price
tag of US $177,224 per round, but are accurate to
within 20 metres even when fired from up to 40
kilometres away.

Both the country’s overseas command and military
police conducted extensive investigations, but nev-
er located the ammunition and defence officials
requested last summer that the over $513K loss be
written off the government’s books.

The request was approved, the documents show.

What happened to the ammunition remains as much
a mystery as when they were first discovered miss-
ing.

“Although theft is a possibility, given physical
size and weight of the ammunition and the tight am-
munition security measures that were in place in the-
atre, theft is highly unlikely,” said a July 18, 2014
briefing to the country’s joint operations command-
er.

The round weighs 48 kilograms and has metal fins
that guide it to the target, making it awkward to han-
dle.

Even still, the loss has international repercussions
because the U.S. technology is governed by Interna-
tional Traffic in Arms Regulation (ITAR) and the
awkward situation had to be reported to National De-
fence’s Controlled Technology Access and Transfer
(CTAT) office.

The strict control office regulations required that it
be notified within 48 hours of a piece of technology
going missing, but the army delayed reporting it for
over 15 months, saying that given “the exiting proto-
cols in place to fire an Excalibur round, it was a be-
lief that this was a paperwork error only.”

A spokeswoman for Defence Minister Rob Nichol-
son said thorough investigations are conducted
whenever there is a loss of public property in order
to ensure there are no future incidents. “The security
and protection of all its assets is a top priority for
National Defence,” she said in an email Sunday.

NDP defence critic Jack Harris described the loss of
the ammunition as a “gross embarrassment,” but was
also disturbed by the delaying in reporting.

“It’s embarrassing to have this happen with such
expensive and controversial shells that need to be
protected, but I think it’s also potentially damaging
to our relationship with the Americans,” he said.
Someone at National Defence needs to account for
the lapse.

Investigators pored over five years of artillery supply
and gun logs, but were never able to reconcile the
three missing shells.

The possibility the ammunition could have been
“lent but not properly accounted” to U.S. forces op-
erating in the same area during 2009 was considered.

The documents show the master warrant officer in
charge of the supply depot at Kandahar Airfield
when he was approached by Americans who indicat-
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ed they were getting set up in a new position, had
spoken with Canadian commanders “and it was all
right to give them three of those projectiles.”

He refused the request, but wrote later, in an affida-
vit, that he learned from U.S. troops that they had
received shells through their own supply chain.

How to Fix
Defence Procurement

David Perry. January 21, 2015 Ottawa Citizen

The Department of National Defence is facing a bi-
zarre situation. Despite a pressing need for new
equipment, and parliamentary approval to replace
almost every major piece of military hardware in its
inventory, it has been unable to actually spend bil-
lions of dollars allocated to

equipping our fighting forces. Since 2008, nearly a
quarter of DND’s procurement funds went unspent
every year, more than $7 billion in total. This is a
historically unprecedented problem; dating back to
the 1970s, the average funds DND left unspent aver-
aged only two per cent a year. The best example is
the replacement of Canada’s ageing fleet of CF-18
fighter jets. After the Auditor General’s 2012 report
slammed the process that led Canada to the F-35, the
project was placed on hiatus pending the completion
of a seven-point plan. That effort was finished last
spring, but the government has not yet made a deci-
sion 33 months after it charted a new way forward.

While the unused money has significantly helped the
federal bottom line, making a major contribution to
reducing the deficit, DND has lost millions in pur-
chasing power due to inflation. Without an infusion
of additional procurement funds, fewer, or less capa-
ble, ships, aircraft and trucks can now be afforded
within the current budget. This also means the mili-
tary must wait longer for new equipment, which in
some cases has been on order for over a decade.
Meanwhile current fleets become increasingly obso-
lescent, or in the case of the navy’s supply ships, are
taken out of service years before they can be re-

placed. A new Defence Procurement Strategy
(DPS) was launched almost a year ago by the fed-
eral government. While this is mostly oriented
towards improving the domestic economic bene-
fits of defence acquisitions, it is also intended to
facilitate timely delivery. The strategy is a good
start, but must be accompanied by other changes.
First and foremost, the capacity of the acquisition
workforce must be improved. Over the last dec-
ade, the number of big and complex defence pro-
curements increased significantly but the acquisi-
tion workforce did not, resulting in too few people
with too little experience spending too little time
on complicated files before rotating off to their
next job. The system needs more acquisition ex-
perts, increased access to training and professional
development, and retainment in key positions.
The workforce should then be assigned based on a
prioritized shortlist of key projects, identified
through the renewal of the Canada First Defence
Strategy (CFDS). Given their huge costs and how
critical these capabilities are, the fighter procure-
ment and entire shipbuilding program should top
this list.

That same review needs to fundamentally reassess
how much of the CFDS procurement plan is still
affordable in lieu of lost buying power, budget
cuts and inadequate initial funding. Financial re-
sources should be directed to a few key priorities,
instead of simply buying a little less of every-
thing, as in the past. This needs to be accompa-
nied by improved efforts to cost defence projects
according to an accepted, government-wide life-
cycle costing framework that reflects the realities
of the Canadian acquisition system. Although pro-
gress has been made, Canadians are still con-
cerned about overly complicated requirements,
flawed project costing, strained relationships with
the defence industry, and several failed procure-
ments. Until trust in the system is restored, acqui-
sitions will suffer. The DPS’s new governance
structure should help, but ultimately, trust in the
defence procurement system won’t be restored
until it can demonstrate repeated success. Some
recent projects have gone well, such as the up-
grade of the navy’s frigates. But more change is
needed to prevent billions in much needed pro-
curement funds going unspent each year.
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Army Renewal — The
Way Forward for Cana-
dian Army Training

Lynn Capuano, Army Public Affairs, February 4,
2015

Ottawa, Ontario — As part of the Canadian Army
Renewal program, the Army Training Review is
transforming the training system to ensure that it is
sustainable, affordable and effective for the Army
of Tomorrow.

The Army Training Review was initiated in 2012 at
a time when the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF)
was winding down the war in Afghanistan and the
Canadian government was working diligently to
reduce the deficit.

“It was a transformational initiative and its intent
was to develop a training construct that would
maintain our great training system in the face of
possible adjustments to our structure, and certainly
adjustments to our resource envelope, whether that
be money, ammunition or personnel,” said Major-
General J.M. (Jean-Marc) Lanthier, Commander
Canadian Army Doctrine and Training Centre
(CADTC) Headquarters.

There are ten renewal initiatives under the umbrella
of the Army Training Review, some of which in-
clude:  greater emphasis on simulation and ad-
vanced learning tools, a stronger focus on maximiz-
ing the experience gained during collective training
events; increasing efficiencies by blending regular
and reserve forces in both individual and collective
training; the institutionalization of key enablers
(unique capabilities) such as chemical, biological,
radioactive, nuclear and explosive (CBRNE) and
intelligence, surveillance, target acquisition and
reconnaissance (ISTAR); and a different approach
to the training of specialized skills.

The Army has been using simulation for decades to
not only help reduce costs, but more importantly, to
reduce risk and improve training. The Army Train-
ing Review is making a conscious effort to leverage
technology to the greatest extent possible to
achieve the Army’s vision of an affordable, sustain-
able and effective training system.

“We found we needed to leverage experience
more,” said Colonel RT (Roger) Cotton, Chief of
Staff of the Army Training Authority, CADTC. De-
tailed analysis revealed that there was a need to rely
less on individual training and concentrate more on
experience gained during collective training events,
particularly through the use of Exercise MAPLE
RESOLVE, which is the CA’s largest annual exer-
cise. In 2014, about 5,000 soldiers from Canada, the
UK, and the US took part in May at Garrison Wain-
wright.

A closer look at self-development training is under-
way. “This type of training is a challenging one be-
cause you have to rely on the individuals picking up
some aspects on their own through professional de-
velopment reading and so on,” said Col Cotton.
“We’ve made great headway by integrating regular
and primary reserve training in the areas of individ-
ual and collective training.”

Blending individual and collective training within
each large collective training event will meet many
individual training requirements in one go, said Col
Cotton. Not only will we have a variety of Army
trades represented, but the CA regularly trains with
its partners, such as the Royal Canadian Air Force
(RCAF) and the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN),
which could also use the training event to support
their training demands.

“We must continually improve our ability to inte-
grate the essential joint enablers that allow us to
function as a unified force when needed, as we have
with CBRNE and ISTAR,” he said. “We learned
many of these things from the Afghanistan days,
others were not part of Afghanistan but they are key
enablers that we need to reinforce in the army for
future success.”

Management of specialized skills, some of which
are Army-only and others which the Army manages
on behalf of the RCN, RCAF or Joint environment,
are a prime example of how the Defence Renewal
Team is finding efficiencies while maintaining ef-
fectiveness. “We classify these as high-cost, low-
density. We need these skill sets but we don’t need a
lot of them and the courses are expensive to run,”
said Col Cotton.

High-cost, low-density examples include Forward
Air Controller courses, Pathfinder skills and Arctic
operations courses. “We’re realizing some savings
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by running these courses every second year, while
still meeting the requirement to maintain these cer-
tain number of qualified folks in that skill,” he said.

To date, there have been several efficiencies gained
through the Army Training Review, ranging from
the redistribution of Functional Centres of Excel-
lence and Training Authorities throughout CADTC;
to efficiencies found in the management of training
ammunition, resulting in considerable savings; to
the cost-savings achieved through reduced residen-
cy on Individual Training courses. Under
CADTC’s leadership, this trend will continue as
Army Training Review endeavours to ensure that
the Army has an efficient and effective training sys-
tem that ensures the Army is always ready to meet
the challenges of the future.

Military Oral History Programs

At our March AGM, RUSI members will be asked to
vote on whether or not to use a significant portion of
our surplus funds to endow the Military Oral History
Program at U Vic. To the best of our knowledge this
is, sadly, the only program of its kind in Canada.

This year U Vic students interviewed:

e Capt (N) Kevin Carle on Public Relations in the
CAF

e CPO Dick Reynolds on the the RCN Reserve

e Sgt Denys Cook on his WW2 memories. He was
a POW for 5 years.

e Lt Gordon Owen on his experience as a 3 RCR
Platoon Commander in Korea.

e Bdr Stefan Conquist on his Afghanistan experi-
ence.

e Mr and Mrs Barry and Millie Hall on Halifax
bomber operations.

e Mr Jeff Morris on the RAF in South East Asia
WW2 and post war.

e Mrs Betsy Theriault, the wife of Gen Gerry The-
riault, former CDS, on dependant perspectives of
military service.

To give you an idea of how important Military Oral

History programs are in other jurisdictions just

Google “Military Oral History.” My search returned

6.8 million hits!

From Our President

Last week I was in Ottawa inspecting our new
granddaughter (she’s a keeper) where the daily
temperature was in the -30Cs. Today, happily
back in Victoria, I was cutting the grass while
admiring the cherry blossoms and daffodils. What
a country!

Putting Our Assets to Work

By now all our members should be well versed in
your Board of Director’s proposal to put most of
our idle reserve funds to work to create a lasting
legacy for RUSI-VI through the establishment of
a perpetual endowment at the University of Vic-
toria to support the Veterans’ Oral History
course. With the news that UVic expects to be
able to extend the reach of the student interviews
to Veterans across Canada, we will be contrib-
uting to a unique and growing collection of Vet-
eran’s stories that will be housed in a professional
archive at UVic and used by scholars and re-
searchers worldwide.

To realize this vision, the RUSI-VI Board will
offer the following resolution to our membership
at our Annual General Meeting on 11 March
2015:

“That RUSI-VI invest, by end March 2015, the
sum of $25,000 from our unused reserve funds
into an endowment with University of Victoria
expressly for the perpetual support of the Vet-
erans Oral History course every second year
(alternate years being funded from University
of Victoria resources). In addition, RUSI-VI
will actively pursue outside funding (RUSI
members, associations, private individuals,
etc.) to increase the endowment sum to at least
$75,000.”

We have a draft agreement with UVic that will
serve to operationalize this resolution if it is ap-
proved. If you have any concerns about this plan,
I urge you to contact me at your early conven-
ience. Your presence at our AGM is important to
the work and the future of your RUSI-VI; I hope
to see you there.

Yours,
Major-General E.S. (Ed) Fitch (retired), OMM,
MSM, CD President, RUSI-VI
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Government Intends to
Extend Iraq Mission

Tim Naumetz, The Hill Times, January 29, 2015

PARLIAMENT HILL—The government intends to
extend air-strike and military advisory operations
against ISIL forces in Iraq with a motion seeking the
House’s support in April, Defence Minister Rob Ni-
cholson has indicated. Mr. Nicholson (Niagara Falls,
Ont.) referred to the plan during a special joint Com-
mons committee hearing on Thursday, as he and the
chief of Canada’s defence staff, Tom Lawson, faced
opposition grilling over allegations Canadian Spe-
cial Forces advising Iraqi security forces have con-
travened an original Commons motion endorsing the
mission that disallowed combat operations. Mr. Ni-
cholson and Mr. Lawson repeated government deni-
als over the past two weeks that three recent inci-
dents, where Canadian soldiers “neutralized” ISIL
fighters who had shot at the Canadians as they were
accompanying Iraqi troops or guiding air strikes to-
ward ISIL installations or locations, meant the Cana-
dians were conducting combat operations.

During his testimony, Mr. Nicholson referred to the
first Commons vote endorsing the air-strike mission
last October, and noted a six-month review of the
Operation Impact mission is due by April 8, under
conditions set by the October motion. “Are we there
for eternity?” Mr. Nicholson said. “We have been
very clear as a government. We have said we have a
six-month mission and we have come before Parlia-
ment and had Parliament to either endorse or not
endorse what we were doing.” Mr. Nicholson indi-
cated the government will seek approval in the
House to extend it. “We’ve been very clear up to
this point in time that we would like to have the sup-
port of Parliament,” he said. “I’m hoping this time
the NDP will have a look at this, and say how do we
measure success? It’s the kind of thing that we’ve
been talking about. When you push back ISIL I be-
lieve that’s part of the success.”

An aide to Mr. Nicholson later confirmed his re-
marks could be interpreted as a signal the govern-
ment intends to extend the mission with a Commons
vote in April. The term of the renewed mission
would also be six months. Both the Liberals and the
NDP voted against the initial motion last October,

although the Liberals said immediately after the vote
they would back the mission from then on in support
of the Canadian air force and a total 600 Canadian
Forces personnel involved in support roles, as well
as nearly 70 special operations forces who now are
taking part in advisory and air-strike roles close
enough to ISIL forces to come under fire. Mr. Law-
son, Prime Minister Stephen Harper (Calgary South-
west, Alta.) and Mr. Nicholson have made conflict-
ing statements about the role Canadian soldiers on
the ground have been playing since last October.
Mr. Lawson said early on that Canadian soldiers
were there to advise and assist Iraqi security forces
and Kurdish soldiers in northern Iraq, but not to ac-
company them.

Over the past weeks, in light of the army’s disclo-
sure of Canadian troops returning fire against ISIL
forces who had shot at them, the general has stated
the mission has evolved, but at the committee de-
nied that the new phase of operations has put Cana-
dian soldiers into a combat role. “I think we should
be very clear about what a combat operation is,” Mr.
Lawson, a former career air force fighter pilot, said
in response to questions from NDP MP Jack Harris
(St. John’s East, Nfld.). “That, defined in military
doctrine, is a military operation where the use of
force is essential to accomplish a mission.” “The
non-combat operation, which is exactly what we
have the mandate for in advise and assist, is one
where military operations, certainly our special op-
erations forces are carrying weaponry, but they are
only used in self-defence,” he said.

“When I made my comments in October, that was
based on 15 years as a fighter pilot working with
tactical air controllers. These tactical air controllers
that I worked with had always been on the very
front,” he said. Mr. Harris asked Mr. Lawson when
the mission evolved to allow Canadians close to Ira-
qi forces near ISIL targets, and who gave the order.
“What I had not anticipated at that time, in October,
was that those tactical air controllers [the special
forces troops in Iraq] would be able to develop tech-
niques that would allow them, from the relative
safety of their ‘advise and assist’ positions, to be
able to help the Peshmerga Iraqi security forces,
bring the weaponry of coalition bombers to bear,”
Mr. Lawson told the committee. “So in fact I pro-
vided them, within the ‘advise and assist’ mission,
the authority to go ahead with that well within the
mandate given to us by the government,” he said.
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Concern Grows Whether
Iraqis Can Retake Mosul

Defence Watch by David Pugliese Ottawa Citizen 22
Feb 2015

It’s still quiet on the CF-18 front in Iraq, at least for
now. The Canadian Forces doesn’t have any new up-
dates on bombing runs. Feb. 13 was the last one (at
least publicly released) with the jets leading other
coalition fighter planes in an attack on a building
suspected of being used by ISIL to make improvised
explosive devices or IEDs. There could be a new
technical briefing sometime this upcoming week.
(Defence Watch will update when new information
is released).

But Canadian Navy Capt. Paul Forget of Canadian
Joint Operations Command said Thursday that the
attack on the IED factory was significant. “We can’t
really measure success by the number of strikes our
Canadian aircraft are conducting in theatre,” he said.
“We need to be focused on results here.”

Forget and other Canadian Forces officers have por-
trayed ISIL as a desperate force with fading morale
and barely holding on to the territory it has seized.
“We continue to see signs of progress” from Iraqi
security forces, Forget noted in the technical briefing
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Forget had previously said that CF-18s would be
ramping up their bombing around Mosul to prepare
for the retaking of the city by Iraqi security forces.

Meanwhile, the Associated Press writes this article

about the Mosul situation:

With the military operation to retake Iraq’s sec-
ond largest city from Islamic State militants just
a few months away, questions persist about
whether the struggling Iraqi military will be
ready for the fight.

Iraqi officials continue to insist they haven’t got-
ten the advanced weapons they need for the op-
eration in the northern city of Mosul, and some
question whether they will be ready for a spring
offensive. But the Pentagon insists the U.S. has
sent tens of thousands of weapons and ammuni-
tion and more is in the pipeline.

Hakim al-Zamili, the head of the security and
defense committee in the Iraqi parliament, told
The Associated Press Friday that “any operation
would be fruitless” unless the brigades are
properly prepared and have the weapons they
need.

“I think if these weapons are not made available
soon, the military assault might wait beyond
spring,” he said. “The Americans might have
their own calculations and estimations, but we as
Iragis have our own opinion. We are fighting
and moving on the ground, so we have better
vision and April might be too soon.”

A U.S. Central Command official provided
some details of the battle plan Thursday, saying
the coordinated military mission to retake Mosul
will likely begin in April or May and will in-
volve up to 25,000 Iraqi troops. They have cau-
tioned, however, that if the Iraqis aren’t ready,
the timing could be delayed.

The core of the fighting force will be five of
Iraq’s most accomplished brigades, who will go
through additional U.S. training before the oper-
ation.

But al-Zamili said that while several of Iraq’s
units have gone through training recently, “these
well-trained brigades cannot get involved in bat-
tles without being equipped with advanced and
effective weapons that would enable them to
penetrate enemy lines.”

His comment reflects a common complaint from
the Iraqi government, both in recent months and
throughout much of the Iraq war. The U.S.,
however, has sent tens of thousands of weapons,
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ammunition, body armor and other equipment to
the country.

According to a senior defense official, the U.S. sent
nearly 1,600 Hellfire missiles to Iraq last year, and
has already delivered 232 more. About 10,000 M-
16 assault rifles are due to arrive in the next few
weeks, along with 23,000 ammunition magazines.
The U.S. also has delivered thousands of rockets,
mortar rounds, tank rounds, .50-caliber rounds and
10,000 M-68 combat optical sights, a rifle scope
commonly used by the U.S. military.

About 250 mine-resistant, armor-protected vehicles
will be delivered in a few weeks, along with sophis-
ticated radio systems for the MRAPs and more am-
munition rounds, said the official, who was not au-
thorized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The public discussion of the operation, including
how many Iraqi brigades would be involved and
how Kurdish Peshmerga military would be used,
triggered questions about whether it provided any
key information to the enemy.

The Pentagon doesn’t often disclose as much about
an operation before it takes place, but in some cases
it can be a strategic tactic intended to affect the ene-
my, trigger a reaction or even prompt some mili-
tants to flee before the assault begins. Military offi-
cials also said none of the information released by
U.S. Central Command could be put to any opera-
tional use by the Islamic State militants.

The operation itself comes as no surprise to the Is-
lamic State group. Iraqi leaders have for months
made it publicly clear that they were planning an
operation to retake Mosul and that they were eager
to get started. In addition, U.S. officials had already
acknowledged they were beginning preparations for
the Mosul mission, including using airstrikes to
shut down supply lines the insurgents were using to
get equipment or people in and out of the city.

Discussion about the operation also could give a
public boost to the Iraqi forces, underscoring how
committed they are to the mission. And it appeared
to at least temporarily stifle what had been persis-
tent criticism of the Iraq situation, including sug-
gestions that the Islamic State had been gaining
ground and momentum.

Islamic State militants overtook Mosul last June, as

the group marched across large sections of Iraq and
Syria, sending Iraqi forces fleeing. The military,
plagued by corruption, low morale and insufficient
training and equipment, has made little progress in
regaining its footing since.

At this point, officials estimate there are between
1,000 to 2,000 Islamic State insurgents in Mosul.
(the above is from the Associated Press)

US Navy’s Anti-Surface
Tomahawk Test
‘Game Changing’

USNI News, February 10, 2015 & Navy Recogni-
tion, February 9, 2015 - From RCN Internation-
al Outlook, February 10, 2015

Efforts to redesign the Tomahawk cruise missile
into an effective anti-ship weapon showed prom-
ise as a missile fired from the destroyer USS
Kidd struck a moving target in recent tests.

Deputy Secretary of Defense Bob Work called
the upgraded Block IV Tomahawks "a game
changing capability" that could conceivably grant
the US Navy (USN) a 1,000-mile range anti-ship
missile at an exceptionally low cost by outfitting
an existing missile with a new seeker and guid-
ance system.

The USN has also begun to embrace a concept
known as "distributed lethality" which aims to
install more offensive power on a broader range
of warships, and the idea of upgrading an existing
weapon system is seen as a cost-effective way of
introducing the expanded capabilities. It has been
suggested that developments of the Tomahawk
may preclude the need to develop a whole new
missile, however, recent reports suggest progress
with the Long-Range Anti-Ship Missile
(LRASM) project. The LRASM, currently under
accelerated development by the military and the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, is
said to have successfully carried out low-altitude
and obstacle avoidance trials last week.

The LRASM is expected to compete with other
missiles, including the Tomahawk, for both use
by the military in air and ship-launched capaci-
ties.
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The Country’s First ‘Green’
Small Arms Firing Range

Article / November 18, 2014 / Project number: 14
-0219

By Simon Leblanc, Adsum Newspaper

2nd Canadian Division Support Base Valcartier
has officially become the first Canadian Forces
Base to use a green small arms firing range,
namely the Nicosie firing range.

The new bullet catchers at 2nd Canadian Division
Support Base Valcartier caught the attention of a
number of important project stakeholders during a
recognition ceremony on September 9, 2014.
Colonel Hercule Gosselin, Commander 2nd Cana-
dian Division Support Group (2 CDSQG), is very
excited about this project, which is directly in line
with the Canadian Forces’ environmental policy
and is very important to him. “It’s a gift to us here
on the base,” he said.

The new catchers will minimize the environmen-
tal impact of military training while ensuring that
the firing range complies with the Defence Envi-
ronmental Strategy.

The bullet catchers retain metal residue from
small arms projectiles to prevent seepage water
from reaching the firing range’s groundwater
flow.

In 2007, Defence Research and Development
Canada (DRDC) and the Director of Land Envi-
ronment began considering ways to create an im-
proved and more cost-effective bullet catcher.
After developing and testing various proto-
types, the final design was revealed in 2011 and
provided a solution for managing firing ranges in
an effective, environmentally responsible way. To
reduce the speed of projectiles, steel boxes filled
with sand were built and installed on the existing
range butts and covered in self-healing mem-
branes. When bullets puncture the membrane, the
holes close over on their own. Receptacles devel-
oped by Institut national de recherche scientifique
(INRS) collect the effluent made up of seepage
water, directing its flow toward a treatment sys-
tem.

Valcartier military members have been training
with these catchers for two years already to meas-

ure the effectiveness of the selfllhealing
membrane and the cells’ impermeability.
The catchers bore these trials well and an in-
dependent study found they were 54% more
economical than the conventional sand butts
after 20 years of use. This level of perfor-
mance offers a long-term solution for manag-
ing metal residues from projectiles and
should also reduce the environmental impact
to almost zero.
The military members who have tried the
catchers had only good things to say about
them. They pointed out that the catchers de-
crease noise considerably on the firing range
and do not change the nature of training in
any way.
“We are very happy with the results for the
Armed Forces,” says the DRDC Land Sci-
ence &Technology Director General, Guy
Vézina. “The green firing range project is a
great example of multidisciplinary coopera-
tion among a number of organizations, which
was undoubtedly the key to this project’s suc-
cess. With one of the best catchers in the
world, we are helping to ensure the sustaina-
bility of firing ranges.”
DRDC scientist Sonia Thiboutot added that
many countries concerned about the environ-
mental management of firing ranges are interest-
ed in the new bullet catcher design. A number of
partners were involved in this project, including
the Director of Land Environment, several 2
CDSG units, including firing ranges and training
areas, Resource Conservation and the Engineer-
ing Branch, Defence Construction Canada,
DRDC, and its environmental expert partner,
INRS. A final report on environmental perfor-
mance of bullet catchers will be issued in Janu-
ary 2015
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Mark Your Calendar
Wednesday, 11 Mar 2015

Topic: Review and discussion of CAF Video package and AGM
The CAF produces videos of their involvement in Operations and activities in the RCA, RCAF and Canadian
Army regularly through Director General Public Affairs. We have obtained a package of videos through the
Regional office in Vancouver and will discuss them after viewing. This will follow a brief AGM.

= Place: 5th (BC) Field Regt RCA Officers’ Mess, Rm 312, Bay Street Armoury

= Time: 1130 for 1200 Luncheon
=  Cost: $25 (pay at the door)

Wednesday, 8 Apr 2015

Speaker: April - Mr Richard Shimooka
Topic: "The New Fighter Project "

Richard Shimooka is a defence analyst with the Conference of Defence Associations Institute. Between 2007
and 2012, he was a fellow at the Defence Management Studies Program at Queen's University, and is a mem-
ber of the International Institute of Strategic Studies. Last November, he released a report on the F-35 with
the Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs Institute, entitled F-35 and the Future of Canadian Security. He has
written extensively on defence procurement issues.

= Place: 5th (BC) Field Regt RCA Officers’ Mess, Rm 312, Bay Street Armoury

= Time: 1130 for 1200 Luncheon
= Cost: $25 (pay at the door)

Wednesday, 13 May 2015

Speaker: VAdm Truelove Commander MARPAC/ Joint Task Force Pacific
Topic: The West Coast and the RCN navy.

In July 2004, RAdm Truelove was selected to attend the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island as a
member of the Naval Command College Class of 2005, while also completing a Master's degree in Interna-
tional Relations at Salve Regina University. In August 2005, he was appointed as the Canadian Forces Naval
Attaché in Washington and subsequently assumed Command of Maritime Operations Group Four in Esqui-
malt in July 2006. In 2007, RAdm Truelove moved to Ottawa and assumed duties as the Special Assistant to
the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff until July 2008 when he transitioned to Special Advisor to the Chief of
the Defence Staff. He was promoted to Commodore in June 2009, and was Commandant and Vice Chancellor
of the Royal Military College of Canada from 2009 — 2011. Following a 9-month deployment at ISAF HQ,
Kabul, Afghanistan as the Deputy in the Strategic Communications Directorate, RAdm Truelove was promot-
ed to his current rank in May 2012, and assumed Command of Maritime Forces Pacific/Joint Task Force Pa-
cific on 4 June 2012

= Place: 5th (BC) Field Regt RCA Officers’ Mess, Rm 312, Bay Street Armoury

= Time: 1130 for 1200 Luncheon
=  Cost: $25 (pay at the door)

The views expressed by the authors of articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the Views of RUSI-VI.




