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From Embassy, July 22, 2015 

The United States and Canada are replacing their military chiefs at about the 

same time. As each starts their term in office, observers can easily confuse 

what each can and cannot do. The striking difference is that the US chairman 

can speak but not act and the Canadian chief can act but cannot speak quite 

as much. 

Let me explain some of the differences and then some of the similarities. 

The Canadian chief of defence staff is the commander of the Canadian 

Armed Forces. He is the ultimate authority, essentially, writing the rules of 

engagement, firing subordinates if need be, and providing the operational 

commanders with their missions. 

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff commands the joint staff—and that 

is about it. His primary job is to serve as adviser to the president and the sec-

retary of defense. He cannot order around the combatant commanders—the 

four-star generals and admirals who command all of the US forces in their 

sector or function. 

The CDS is appointed by the prime minister, and Parliament has no role in 

vetting him. Which means he is only accountable to the prime minister, but is 

answerable to Parliament. This answerability thing is actually quite limited 

since advice to cabinet is confidential. So, the CDS can speak about what the 

Canadian Armed Forces are doing and can do, but not what the CDS told the 

prime minister about what should be done. 

The chairman is appointed by the president but must be confirmed by the 

Senate. So, he is actually accountable to both the president and to Congress. 

This means that he can and occasionally must speak more broadly, depend-

ing on the questions asked by those in Congress. 

How are they similar? Well, I used “he” a lot above since the American and 

Canadian military chiefs have been male. The time for a female CDS/

chairman is coming as more women are getting promoted to higher levels 

and with more women getting more experience commanding in combat, 

those numbers should increase even more. Still, not anytime soon. 

 

Tough Jobs Ahead for New  
Canada and US Military Chiefs 

http://www.ltgov.bc.ca/
http://www.ltgov.bc.ca/
http://www.cgai.ca/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.embassynews.ca%2Fopinion%2F2015%2F07%2F22%2Ftough-jobs-ahead-for-new-canada-us-military-chiefs%2F47409&e=a0162162274e37052d8e38ff8746d18b8f43849c&utm_source=cdfai&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_29_blast&n=3
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Military Times, 20 July 2015 

  

The US Navy has successfully completed the launch and 

recovery of an unmanned undersea vehicle (UUV) from 

an attack submarine. The Virginia-class submarine 

(SSN), USS North Dakota, carried out the tests during a 

two-month deployment to the Mediterranean Sea. 

Though full details of the mission were not revealed, the 

vehicle is said to have been deployed from an external 

dry dock shelter mounted to the submarine's topside 

which is also used for the deployment of divers when 

submerged. The vehicle used was a variant of a 500-

pound, 10-foot-long commercially available craft, and 

the USN hopes to use such vehicles to extend the reach 

of its submarine forces. UUVs have been used for mine-

hunting and oceanographic activities, and testing is on-

going to see whether they can also perform anti-

submarine roles and extended intelligence-gathering 

missions. 

The Last Post 

How else? CDSs and chairmen can range from 

being forward-leaning to acquiescent. Chairmen 

Richard Myers and Peter Pace, under Donald 

Rumsfeld, experienced “mind melds,” where they 

basically sold out to Rummy’s stances on the is-

sues. One could use many adjectives to describe 

the outgoing CDS but forward-leaning is not one 

of them. 

The two new leaders, US Marine General Joe 

Dunford and Canadian Army General Jon Vance, 

who was sworn in July 17, may or may not be that 

similar as chiefs (time will tell), but they do have 

some similar attributes. Both commanded in Af-

ghanistan. Both are generally viewed as relatively 

blunt and assertive. Both have tough jobs ahead as 

they face more budgetary constraints in more 

complex times (the Cold War was more danger-

ous but far more simple). Both have to deal with 

messed up procurement processes (a widely 

shared dynamic among democracies these days). 

And both are starting their jobs during election 

season (although the US election is farther away, 

the campaign is very much underway). Dunford’s 

boss will certainly change during his term in of-

fice, and that might happen to Vance and maybe 

not. 

As each takes over their respective militaries, we 

need to keep in mind that despite the common ti-

tle of CHOD (chief of defense, in the NATO par-

lance), they have somewhat different jobs and 

definitely different expectations. 

The key commonality is that they will lead in in-

teresting times. 

Stephen Saideman is the Paterson Chair in International 

Affairs at Carleton University. He is a Fellow with the Ca-

nadian Global Affairs Institute. 

Private Kirby Tott,  
The Rocky Mountain Rangers  

Private Samuel Nadeau, 
8th Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise's)  

Submarine Launches Undersea 

Drone in a First for US Navy 

CBC.ca 21 Jul 2015 

 The flagship vessel in the Royal Canadian Navy's East 

Coast fleet had to be called back to Halifax from de-

ployment because of serious engine problems. 

 HMCS Athabaskan — the navy's last destroyer — has 

been in service for 43 years and is starting to show 

its age. It needs major repairs to the propulsion system 

and there are other engine issues, the navy said Mon-

day. 

 "We're not able to control the engines and they were 

using secondary means to run the engines," said Rear 

Admiral John Newton. "For that reason the ship was 

brought home from the Operation Caribbe mission, the 

HMCS Athabaskan Sent Back 

to Halifax for Major Engine 

Repairs  
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counter-drug mission in the Caribbean Sea and 

brought home to work on it." 

 Newton said he saw the ship in Halifax on June 22. 

 There are also questions about the ship's weapons 

systems. 

"I don't think it's a surprise to anyone, based on the 

age of the ship, that some of her primary warfare 

systems — we would not rely on them in this mod-

ern era," Newton said. 

"It's not like we're being denied fleet size or fleet 

capability. We have lots in our account right now 

and our job is to employ it effectively." 

 Ken Hansen, a military expert, disagrees. 

"I think it is highly probable the Athabaskan will 

never sail again," said Hansen, a research fellow at 

Dalhousie University's Centre for Foreign Policy 

Studies. 

 "The problem is that you couldn't send Athabaskan 

anywhere and reliably expect her to get there or to 

get home again. She's going to break down. You've 

got to be able to move to fight," he said. 

 "If the navy thinks … that sending Athabaskan 

sends a strong signal to the Russians — it's the 

wrong kind of signal. It's a signal that says Cana-

da's navy has crapped out and they don't have to be 

worried." 

 HMCS Athabaskan is scheduled to take part in a 

large military exercise in October, as part of 

NATO. Hansen called that plan a "bad diplomatic 

move," given the state of the vessel. 

up the new squadron. “This is a day we’ve been 

waiting for a long, long time,” Wheeler said. “It’s a 

great opportunity... (it’s) not every day that you get 

to stand up a new squadron, especially one with the 

history of 401.”  

 Wheeler said the need for 401 Squadron came out 

of the need to move away from “super squadrons.” 

For the past several years, Canada has had only two 

active tactical fighter squadrons - 409, based in Cold 

Lake, and 425, based in Bagotville, Que.  

 With the rebirth of 433 Tactical Fighter Squadron in 

Bagotville on June 11 and the reformation of 401 in 

Cold Lake, Canada once again has four active fight-

er squadrons. “I’m very pleased to see such a histor-

ic squadron come to life once again and in Cold 

Lake – the home of the fighter force,” Wheeler said 

in a press release. “Transitioning to four tactical 

fighter squadrons will provide the RCAF with a bet-

ter structure to maintain operational effectiveness 

and flexibility.”  

 Lt.-Col. Joseph Mullins, who previously served as 

acting 4 Wing Commander, will take over as 401’s 

commanding officer. “We will not let you down,” he 

said Tuesday. “I assure you we will be ready.” Mul-

lins said that it’s appropriate that 401, “Canada’s 

oldest and newest fighter squadron ... will now make 

their home in fightertown Canada, 4 Wing Cold 

Lake.”  

 During the ceremony, it was an-

nounced that current Edmonton-

Centre MP Laurie Hawn would 

become the squadron’s Honorary 

Colonel when his current term is 

up. Before going into politics, 

Hawn served in the air force for 

over 30 years. Thirteen of those 

were spent in Cold Lake “flying 

the (CF-104) Starfighter or CF-18,” he said.  

 Hawn is a former commanding officer of 416 Sqn. 

in Cold Lake and spent time as Wing Operations 

Officer. He was also the Honorary Colonel of 417 

Sqn from 1998-2003. “It’s very exciting, it’s a real 

honour,” Hawn said. “This was not expected - it 

happened very quickly...over the past six days.”  

Hawn stressed the importance of the newly-

reformed 401 squadron. “We went from two opera-

tional squadrons at each of Cold Lake and Bagot-

Canada’s First Fighter 

Squadron Reborn  

By Peter Lozinski, Cold Lake Sun July 6, 2015  

Seventy-five years after battling the Luftwaffe in 

the Battle of Britain, 401 Tactical Fighter Squad-

ron has been reborn. The squadron was reactivated 

during a June 30 ceremony at 4 Wing 

Cold Lake. Known as the Ram Squadron, 401 will 

fly the CF-18. MGen David Wheeler, commander 

of 1st Canadian Air Division, was on hand to stand 
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Military to Finally get  

New Trucks 

ville down to one at each place, that proved a bit 

unwieldy so this is going back to where it was be-

fore,” he said. “It gives the air force a lot more 

flexibility in meeting requirements It really 

strengthens the command and control within the 

squadron, so you can send a whole unit away in-

stead of sending part of a bigger squadron.”  

 The newly-reformed 401 Squadron “complements 

the duties of 409 Tactical Fighter Squadron 

and...deploys tactical fighter forces to meet Canadi-

an and allied defence needs,” according to a de-

scription on the air force website. “Under the um-

brella of the NORAD mission, fighter crews are on 

stand-by 24/7, ready to respond to any aerospace 

threat.” 

 The new squadron was created by “separating 

equal portions of personnel and equipment from 

(409 Squadron).”  

401 Squadron was originally formed as No. 1 

Squadron in Trenton, Ont. in 1937, flying the Sis-

kin, an early, single-seat British-built biplane single

-seat fighter, used extensively in the 1920s. It later 

graduated to the Hawker Hurricane in 1939.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 1940-1941, the fighter unit destroyed 30 air-

craft and damaged another 34, with nine other 

probable victories in the Battle of Britain. The 

squadron was later renamed 401 to avoid confusion 

with the Britain’s Royal Air Force (RAF) No 1 

squadron. In September 1941, the unit was 

equipped with Spitfires. It participated in several 

other battles in WWII, including Dieppe, and 

bombed several Nazi targets. The squadron ended 

the war as the highest scoring unit in the RAF Sec-

ond Tactical Air Force, credited with 186.5 aerial 

victories. 

 After the war, the squadron was disbanded. It was 

reactivated in 1946 and later redesignated to an aux-

iliary role, flying the de Havilland Otter. When that 

was retired, the squadron flew the Kiowa helicopter 

in an observation role before being disbanded in 

1998. 

The Times Colonist, 17 July 2015 

OTTAWA — The Harper government may be hoping 

that the third time is a charm as it announced Thurs-

day the tendering of long-awaited military logistics 

trucks — a political and fiscal football that’s been 

tossed around for almost a decade.  

An American company has won two competitive con-

tracts totalling $843 million to supply 1,500 trucks, 

300 trailers and armoured protection kits, Defence 

Minister Jason Kenney and Public Works Minister 

Diane Finley jointly announced in Sainte-Claire, Que.  

“I’m pleased we’re moving forward with yet another 

procurement of key equipment,” Kenney said in a 

news release. “These modern trucks do the heavy lift-

ing for the military.”  

The assembly of the vehicles will be done in Quebec. 

Finley said the contracts awarded to Mack Defense, 

LLC, of Allentown, Pennsylvania, will create 700 

jobs in Canada.  

The contract also calls for the U.S. firm to provide 

five years of in-service support, with an option to ex-

tend up to 15 years.  

Once delivered in 2017-18, the trucks will replace 

1980s-vintage vehicles, which are used by all three 

branches of the military to haul supplies, weapons, 

equipment and troops. The army started mothballing 

some of its vehicles in the fall of 2013 due to budget 

restraints as well as safety and maintenance issues.  

The government first identified trucks — often 

known as the B fleet — as a priority in 2006, but 

have failed twice to deliver, including one program 

which was cancelled in 2012 just as bidders were to 

submit proposals.  

Internal documents revealed the decision to halt the 

program was the result of budget cuts at National De-

fence.  
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The Royal Niagara Military Institute, May 2015 
Honouring the Canadians  

who served in Afghanistan 

The federal government has announced a pro-

gram to create 250 war memorials in communi-

ties across Canada honouring the sacrifices of 

Canadian soldiers. The memorials will consist of 

the hulls of LAV III light armoured vehicles 

mounted on concrete pedestals. The memorials 

will honour the estimated 40,000 Canadian sol-

diers who served in Afghanistan over 13 years of 

combat. Many Canadian Forces personnel in the 

Afghan theater relied on this light armoured ve-

hicle for protection and transport.  

Spearheading the project is the “Canada Compa-

ny”, a charity established to help veterans. This 

charity has invited communities across the coun-

try to apply for the monuments. The hulls and 

turrets are to be welded back together, and the 

shell vehicle mounted in a standard configura-

tion, drawing on student welders from Fanshawe 

College. Each community must pay the costs of 

transporting the memorials from London, Ont., 

securing a site and installation, which the group 

says could cost between $5,000 and $20,000.  

Various military and cultural organizations in the 

Niagara area are considering this proposal  

Because the light armoured vehicles to be used 

for each proposed memorial is clad in special 

armour that the United States government con-

siders controlled military technology, Canada 

will need the permission of the United States 

government to proceed. This process has started 

and is well under way.  

New War Memorials  

Former deputy minister Rob Fonberg, in a blunt 

note, warned the government three years ago that 

delaying replacement would drive up the program’s 

cost.  

“The potential impact of schedule delays … is that 

for every year of delay, it is estimated that 

[censored] fewer vehicles can be procured,” said a 

briefing note dated Nov. 27, 2012, obtained by The 

Canadian Press under access to information legisla-

tion.  

The note warned that the delay would add as much 

as $48 million to the cost of the $800-million pro-

gram.  

Thursday’s $843-million announcement shows the 

additional cost was evidently swallowed.  

It comes just three months before a federal election 

in which the Conservatives will be defending their 

record.  

A fiery internal debate followed the project cancel-

lation in 2012, according to a separate set of inter-

nal briefing notes also obtained by The Canadian 

Press.  

The word went out to the military — the army in 

particular — that they were to rein in their expecta-

tions. Two scenarios were developed, with the gov-

ernment willing to fund a maximum 1,500 trucks, 

although defence planners were skeptical.  

“There have been and will continue to be some 

compromises required as we cannot afford all the 

capability we think we need,” said a March 3, 

2014, memo to the army commander.  

RUSI VI Annual Dues can be paid for 

the upcoming year at the September 

Meeting .  Bring a friend to become a 

new member of RUSI to the meeting. 
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over 1,700 such jobs have been posted Canada-wide 

for everything from sous chef to painter, reception-

ist, truck driver and security guard. Construction 

contractor Damon Bennett worked with Kijiji on the 

initiative. The owner of Bennett Construction says 

he regularly hires vets to work his jobs and hasn’t 

had a bad experience. “There’s no obstacle that’s 

too big for them, they’re willing to tackle anything,” 

he says, describing this as an important initiative to 

him. As for Blasman, he’s headed for film school 

soon but his job search continues. He says vets 

aren’t looking for handouts; “All we want to do is 

just prove our skill set and then get in the working 

world.”  

By Mark Carcasole Reporter Global News  

  

TORONTO – Many Canadian military vets say 

one of the biggest struggles they encounter when 

returning to civilian life is finding a good job. 

Their skills, they’re often told, are not transferable. 

David Blasman had his last release from the mili-

tary in April and since then, he says he can’t find a 

job. Having served in the Arctic and Afghanistan, 

he says he has no shortage of learned skills: “I like 

to emphasize the leadership skills in the Canadian 

Forces...It’s the best training you’ll get in Canada,” 

he says. “You have people with background in lo-

gistics, communications...project management, it’s 

huge.” According to Blasman, one of the biggest 

challenges job-seeking vets face is having their ed-

ucation acknowledged, because much of what they 

learn isn’t taught in college or university. “A lot of 

our career is classroom work, believe it or not,” he 

says. “It’s just that qualification, it does not carry 

on into the civilian world.”  

A 2014 report by Canada Veteran’s Affairs would 

say Blasman is in a minority, but still a  

sizable group. Surveying reserve and regular force 

vets released from the military between 1998 and 

2012, the report shows unemployment levels be-

tween five and seven percent in all classes. It 

claims reservists saw an over 80 percent employ-

ment rate in 2013, while regular force vets were 71 

percent-employed that year. Through all classes, 

over 10% were identified as not in the workforce; 

and of those who reported working, depending on 

class, eight to 12 percent reported working low in-

come jobs.  

Classified site Kijiji is trying to put veterans in 

touch with companies willing to give them a fair 

shake with a new “Veteran Friendly” job designa-

tion; allowing employers posting jobs to signify 

that veterans would be “highly considered.” So far, 

Kijiji -On Line Ad Pages- 

Launches Special Ad Desig-

nation to Help Veterans 

Find Jobs  

World's First "Feeling"  

Artificial Leg Offers Hope 

for Wounded Soldiers 

By Tom Whitehead, Security Editor The Tele-

graph, 9 June 2015 

The world’s first “feeling” artificial leg could 

boost life for wounded soldiers and help them stay 

in the military, experts said. 

The Ministry of Defence was urged to closely 

monitor the revolutionary invention to see what 

advantages it can have for personnel who have 

lost limbs fighting for their country. 

The prosthetic limb can, for the first time, recreate 

the sensation of a real foot allowing the patient to 

distinguish one terrain from another. 

Using special sensors attached to rewired nerve 

endings, the technology can also reduce the ef-

fects of so-called “phantom pain” from which 

many amputees often suffer. 

The prototype has been developed by specialists 

in Austria, where its first recipient said it was like 

“being reborn” and he could now tell if he was 

walking on grass, concrete or sand. 

The research project is aimed at improving life for 

any amputee but military veterans said it could be 

a particular boost for soldiers. 

It is hoped the sense of touch could improve mo-
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bility for an amputee soldier and therefore broaden 

the kind of roles they could take on if they wanted 

to stay in the military. 

The Ministry of Defence said it would look at the 

research. 

Former Reservist Sergeant Craig Gadd, 42, who 

lost his left leg after being hit by an bomb on his 

second tour of Afghanistan in 2010, said the limb 

had the potential to give more options for wounded 

soldiers. 

The Help for Heroes ambassador added: “I would 

urge the Ministry of Defence to look at this technol-

ogy. Anything that can improve the quality of life 

for an amputee, whether a soldier or others, always 

has to be good news,” he said. 

By Jocelyne Leszczynski | Media Relations Coordinator, 

Marketing and Communications | BCIT May 22, 2015  

 The Honourable Pierre Poilievre, Minister of Employ-

ment and Social Development, along with Dan Albas, 

Member of Parliament for Okanagan–Coquihalla, an-

nounced an investment to help evaluate and recognize the 

skills and expertise of former and current members of the 

Canadian military, so they can get the right training for a 

civilian job.  

 This successful program from the British Columbia Insti-

tute of Technology (BCIT) will also be expanded to other 

locations across Canada, including the Northern Alberta 

Institute of Technology (Edmonton), Fanshawe College 

(London), triOS College (locations across Southern On-

tario) and Memorial University (St. John's). 

 Former and current members of the Canadian military, 

such as Veterans and reservists, often face many barriers 

to finding a civilian job, including getting the required 

credential recognition of the skills and experience they 

achieved in the military. To recognize the education and 

work experience that they have acquired during their mil-

itary career, BCIT has developed an education placement 

and prior-learning approach to help assess their skills and 

experience in order to establish credits for BCIT pro-

grams. As a result of this project, more former and cur-

rent members of the Canadian military will get credential 

Government Helps Former 

and Current Members of CAF 

Enter Civilian Job Market 

recognition for their valued military experience in 

the skilled trades, health sciences and engineering, 

so they can get a job in their field. 

 Minister Poilievre also took the opportunity to 

speak about Economic Action Plan 2015, which in-

cludes other measures to support credential recogni-

tion, students and apprentices, including federal sup-

port for apprenticeship harmonization, expansion of 

the Canada Student Grant for short duration pro-

grams like skilled trades, and promotion of Blue 

Seal certification across Canada to encourage more 

skilled tradespeople to start or expand their own 

businesses and thereby, increase apprenticeship op-

portunities. 

 Additionally, he highlighted how strong families 

and good jobs go hand in hand, sharing important 

information about the Harper Government's Family 

Tax Cuts and Benefits. To help hard-working fami-

lies, the Government is enhancing the Universal 

Child Care Benefit, introducing the Family Tax Cut 

and increasing the Child Care Expenses Deduction 

and the Children's Fitness Tax Credit. 

A Spanish Navy AOR will be handling east coast 

supply duties for the Royal Canadian Navy start-

ing next year, RCN sources tell Defence Watch. 

Details are still being worked out in terms of the 

lease, RCN officers said. But Defensa.com is re-

porting that the lease will be for several periods in 

2016. The Spanish Navy has approved the provi-

sion of a ship, it added. The focus at this point is 

on the Cantabria AOR, which the Australians 

made use of in 2103.   

As Defence Watch reported earlier the Chil-

ean Navy supply ship Almirante Montt will be 

available for Canada’s Pacific naval forces. 

It is currently in Esquimalt, BC. 

Canada is paying Chile $6 million for access to 

the ship for the 40 sea days, said RCN spokesman 

Lt.-Cmdr. Desmond James. 

 

Ottawa Citizen Defence Watch  16 July 2015 

Spanish Ship to Handle 

East Coast Supply      

Duties for RCN  



Volume 47, Number 1 – First Quarter 2015  
 

 

 

Exciting Discoveries at  

Juno Beach  

Juno Beach Center –www.junobeach.org 

 The Juno Beach Centre, Canada’s only museum and 

education centre on the D-Day landing beaches in Nor-

mandy, announced an exciting discovery made on the 

site last week by Canadian production company, North-

ern Sky for the television series War Junk (History Tel-

evision Canada/Shaw Media). War Junk tells the story 

of war through artefacts found on battlefields, in this 

case a German Tobruk machine gun emplacement, long 

buried in the shifting sands of Juno Beach.  

 Series Host/Producer Wayne Abbott is thrilled by the 

discovery: “We were given the opportunity to search 

the area near the Juno Beach Centre for buried and lost 

remnants from the battle on D-Day. We had a number 

of targets we wanted to find but we had no idea if we 

would locate them. When we uncovered the German 

Tobruk in pristine condition, the way it looked nearly 

70 years ago, it was an incredible moment. Finally un-

covering it after so many years buried under the sand 

gives a haunting reminder of what Canadian troops 

faced when they landed here. It’s a very significant 

remnant that truly tells the story of D-Day.’  

Historian David O’Keefe noted that this Tobruk is an 

important historical discovery: “We know that a pillbox 

like this would have been devastating for the Canadians 

when they landed. Because of the way it was built it 

could fire in a 360 degree angle it meant that it could 

cover all areas of the beach. This pillbox made this part 

of the Juno Beach sector absolutely treacherous for the 

Canadians on D-Day.”  

From Our President 

I trust everyone is enjoying this remarkable summer. 

If you are a farmer or fighting forest fires it might be 

a bit less amusing but the at-home tourists like us 

have enjoyed a sparkling few months of warm-to-hot 

and dry weather. We have spent as much time as pos-

sible out-of-doors and plan to accompany European 

friends to Port Hardy during August. 

Putting Our Assets to Work 

Last time I wrote to you, in our First Quarter 2015 

Newsletter, it was in preparation for our March Annu-

al General Meeting (AGM). My aim in that communi-

cation was to ensure that all our members had the 

facts at hand to decide on an historic resolution to 

establish the RUSI-VI Military Oral History (MOH) 

Endowment. And decide you did…the vote was virtu-

ally unanimous. In our Second Quarter 2015 Newslet-

ter you received a report of the formal transfer of the 

funds to the University of Victoria. That report also 

provided the necessary information for anyone wish-

ing to add to the Endowment.  Following the estab-

lishment of the endowment, John Archibald, Dean, 

Faculty of Humanities, wrote to us. I would like to 

share with you some excerpts from his letter:  

“This endowment is about much more than its imme-

diate effect of the course offering. It will create tangi-

ble legacies for those who have served, and will serve 

our country’s military forces and make real and last-

ing impacts on the students who meet these men and 

women to record their stories. These stories in turn 

will benefit teaching and research at UVic and will 

serve as a valuable archive for community research-

ers.” 

“Without RUSI-VI’s support, this important course 

offering would not be sustainable. Thank you for RU-

SI-VI’s past and future philanthropy” 

As we have maintained throughout, we would like to 

see the funds invested grow to $75,000 to fully sus-

tain the MOH course without further burdening RUSI

-VI. To this end, I am working with several volun-

teers to make this endowment known across Canada 

and offer others the opportunity to grow the invest-

ment. If any member knows a likely source of funds 

that could be directed to this purpose, I would be 

grateful to have your support. 

Major-General E.S. (Ed) Fitch (retired), OMM, 

MSM, CD   

President, RUSI-VI 
250 381-1166 

esfitch@telus.net 
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 Nathalie Worthington, the Director of the Juno Beach 

Centre, added: “This is fantastic. We live here and we 

have history under our feet but we don’t necessarily know 

where. Uncovering this emplacement adds to the story. It 

adds to the experience of visitors from Canada and from 

all over the world when they come to Juno Beach. We are 

going to bring more information because this has its own 

story.”  

 The Juno Beach Centre, a privately run museum and a 

registered charity in Canada, is thrilled by this discovery 

and hopes to further develop the site to open it to the pub-

lic in future, pending funding. The Juno episode of War 

Junk premieres in Canada on History Television in No-

vember 2015. See more at the Juno Beach Centre Website 

at:  

http://www.junobeach.org/exciting-discoveries-in-juno-park/ 

member in 2002 and has competed in several 

shooting competitions since then, placing second 

in two previous appearances at Bisley. 

A 20-member team represented the Armed Forc-

es at the most recent Bisley event with the Cana-

dian contingent placing in the top three of nearly 

all matches entered against 700 military shooters 

from around the world. 

The release says shooting competitions give Ca-

nadian soldiers the opportunity to train and test 

their combat readiness, while also allowing the 

chance to share knowledge and best practices of 

small arms training with other nations. 

National Defence Minister Jason Kenney says 

he's proud of Danylyshyn's exceptional perfor-

mance and applauds her for being a role model 

for other soldiers and the international commu-

nity. 

Canadian Markswoman 

Outshoots 700 International 

Sharpshooters 

Sgt. Tatyana Danylyshyn competing at the 2012 Canadian Armed 

Forces Small Arms Concentration in Ottawa. (Government of Canada) 

The Canadian Press Posted: Jul 31, 2015 12:58 PM PT 

A Canadian Army reservist from Vancouver Island 

didn't miss as she put first place in the cross hairs at 

an international shooting competition in England. 

A National Defence Department release says Sgt. 

Tatyana Danylyshyn earned the top shot honour in 

the service rifle category at the annual Bisley shoot-

ing competition held in the Village of Bisley, south-

west of London. 

Danylyshyn joined The Canadian Scottish Regiment 

(Princess Mary's), based in Victoria, as a reserve 

Going beyond military equipment totals and 

perceived fighting strength is the actual man-

power that drives a given military. Wars of 

attrition favor those with more.  Canada ranks 

14 out of 106 studied nations for over all mil-

itary power. Two comparison nations are also 

listed. Australia ranks at 13th and Poland at  

19th. 

     Canada     Australia 

Total Population:       34,834,841    22,507,617 

Avail Manpower:       15,786,816    10,500,000 

Fit for Service:        13,023,141           8,700,000 

Reaching Mil Age Ann:     424,264              280,000 

Active Frontline Pers:          92,000           58,000 

Active Reserve Pers:        51,000           44,240 

           Canada    Poland 
Total Population        34,834,841    38,346,279 

Avail Manpower:        15,786,816   18,830,448 

Fit for Service:         13,023,141         15,583,917 

Reaching Mil Age Ann:      424,264              433,061 

Active Frontline Pers:           92,000         120,000 

Active Reserve Pers:         51,000         515,000 

http://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-

strength-detail.asp?country_id=canada 

Canada Manpower 

Strength Update 1 Apr 

http://www.junobeach.org/exciting-discoveries-in-juno-park/
http://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=canada
http://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=canada
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wing area, the K-7 was one of the biggest aircraft 

built before the jet age.  

It had an unusual arrangement of six tractor engines 

on the wing leading edge and a single engine in 

pusher configuration at the rear. In civil transport 

configuration, it would have had a capacity for 120 

passengers and 7,000 kg (15,000 lb) of mail. As a 

troop transport it would have had capacity for 112 

fully equipped paratroopers. In bomber configura-

tion it would have been armed with 8 x 20mm auto-

cannons, 8 x 7.62mm machine guns and up to 9,600 

kg (21,200 lb) of bombs.  

 The K-7 first flew on 11 August 1933. The very 

brief first flight showed instability and serious vibra-

tion caused by the airframe resonating with the en-

gine frequency. The solution to this was thought to 

be to shorten and strengthen the tail booms, little 

being known then about the natural frequencies of 

structures and their response to vibration. The air-

craft completed seven test flights before a crash due 

to structural failure of one of the tail booms on 21 

November 1933.  

 The existence of the aircraft had only recently been 

announced by Pravda which declared it was “victory 

of the utmost political importance” since it had been 

built with steel produced in the USSR rather than 

imported. The accident killed 14 people aboard and 

one on the ground. Flight speculated that sabotage 

was suspected as the investigating committee had 

representation by the state security organization, the 

RUSI Vancouver News, 14 July 2015 

 The Kalinin K-7 was a heavy experimental aircraft 

designed and tested in the Soviet Union. The K-7 

was built in two years at Kharkiv starting in 1931. 

It was of unusual configuration with twin booms 

and large underwing pods housing fixed landing 

gear and machine gun turrets. In the passenger ver-

sion, seats were arranged inside the 2.3-meter thick 

(7 ft 7 in) wings.  

The airframe was welded from KhMA chrome-

molybdenum steel. The original design called for 

six engines in the wing leading edge but when the 

projected loaded weight was exceeded, two more 

engines were added to the trailing edges of each 

wing, one right and one left of the central passenger 

pod. Nemecek states in his book that at first only 

one further pusher engine was added.  

Designed by World War I and civil war pilot Kon-

stantin Kalinin at the aviation design bureau he 

headed in Kharkov, with a  

wingspan close to that of a B-52 and a much greater 

The Soviet Union’s Kalinin 

K-7 Bomber- Russia’s 

equivalent of the ‘Spruce 

Goose’  
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Help Recover  

The Lost Soldiers of  

The Canadian Scottish  

Regiment 

 Forty four of these soldiers were members of 

The 16th (Canadian Scottish) Battalion CEF 

killed on Vimy Ridge, April 9th, 1917. 

 Norm Christie, of the Knowledge Network,  has 

launched a Fundraising campaign, Help Recover 

Our Vimy Heroes, with the intention of raising 

$110,000 to proceed with the second step in the 

recover of the 44 Canadian Soldiers buried in 

CA40. This will cover an engineering team (for 

subsurface evaluation, GPR, electrical analysis), 

a documentary film crew, compensation for lo-

cal farmers and safety and security costs. 

If you are interested in contributing to this cam-

paign, please contact: 

Honorary Colonel Richard D. B. Talbot CD. 

President of the Regimental Council 

The Canadian Scottish Regiment (Princess 

Mary’s) 

The Bay Street Armoury 

715 Bay Street, Victoria, BC. 

V8T 1R1, CANADA. 

Office: (1)-778-426-3123 

Fax: (1)-778-426-3124 

Email:  talbot@talbotconsultants.com 

Joint State Political Directorate (OGPU).  

However, there appeared recently some speculation 

in the Russian aviation press about the role of poli-

tics and the competing design office of Andrei Tu-

polev, suggesting possible sabotage. Although two 

more prototypes were ordered in 1933, the project 

was cancelled in 1935 before they could be com-

pleted.  

For more pictures and Specs, go to: https://

www.warhistoryonline.com/military-vehicle- news/

seriously-the-kalinin-k-7-bomber-actually-took-to-

the-air.html  

On April 9th, 1917, 100,000 Canadians stormed 

the strongest German position on the Western 

Front. It was a decisive victory for the Canadians 

but the price was high with 3600 men killed or 

died of wounds.  

 After the battle burial squads searched the battle-

field and buried the fallen. In the post-war years 

Exhumation Companies concentrated these small 

cemeteries and isolated graves into the War Ceme-

teries we see today.  

 In spite of their incredible effort to recover Our 

Dead, 1100 Canadians from the Vimy Operations 

are still Missing, buried as unknowns in the ceme-

teries, or still out there on the battlefield. 

The CDA Institute is pleased to release the latest 

issue of ON TRACK which features thoughtful 

and informative articles by experts from Canada and 

abroad on security and defence issues. 

See full issue at:  http://www.cdainstitute.ca/images/

on_track/On_Track_20.1.pdf 

Some of the CONTENTS: 

“Editorial – Canada’s Strategic Outlook in 2015″ by Ferry de Kerckhove 

“When the Cupboard is Bear: NATO European Defence Responses to 

Russia” by Henry Boyd and Giri Rajendran 

“Russia and the Ukraine: Neutralizing the ‘Script of Violence” by Lindsay 

Coombs 

 “Using the Kurds as Proxies: The Dangers of Divisions” by Dr. Rod 

Thornton 

“Marketing Violence: Franchising as part of the Islamic State’s Business 

Strategy” by Erwin van Veen 

 “Iraq and Syria: Same Problems, Different Targets” by Dr. Stephen 

Saideman 

 “Making a Canadian National Security Strategy” by Dr. Peter Layton 

“Recapitalizing a Modern Military: Canada and Australia” by Dr. An-

drew Davies 

 “What the Critics get Wrong: A Realistic Appraisal of Canada’s Arctic 

Offshore Patrol Ships” by Timothy Choi 

mailto:talbot@talbotconsultants.com
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/military-vehicle-%20news/seriously-the-kalinin-k-7-bomber-actually-took-to-the-air.html
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/military-vehicle-%20news/seriously-the-kalinin-k-7-bomber-actually-took-to-the-air.html
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/military-vehicle-%20news/seriously-the-kalinin-k-7-bomber-actually-took-to-the-air.html
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/military-vehicle-%20news/seriously-the-kalinin-k-7-bomber-actually-took-to-the-air.html
http://www.cdainstitute.ca/images/on_track/On_Track_20.1.pdf
http://www.cdainstitute.ca/images/on_track/On_Track_20.1.pdf
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Mark Your Calendar 

Wednesday, 9 Sep 2015 
Speaker:  Prof (Capt) Shahriar Hendi(Ret’d),  

Topic:  " ISIS and Future of the Middle East"  
Currently an independent Middle East energy analyst and consultant, Professor Hendi is a member of the RUSI VI Ex-

ecutive. 

He has been a former Iranian adviser to the National Iranian Oil Company-International Department and former Iraq 

and Caucasus desk officer in the Iranian Foreign Service and the Iranian Ministry of Energy. 

As an Iranian-Canadian who is living and working in Canada, Professor Hendi has held foreign service, energy and 

banking positions in Iran, and has addressed a number of international energy forums on energy economics and geopol-

itics.  He has extensively traveled in the  Middle East, Central Asia and Caucasus and is a strong advocate of federal-

ism, democracy and peaceful coexistence in the Middle East. 

This presentation will cover the origins of ISIS, the upcoming sectarian conflict in the Middle East, Western versus 

Russian/ Iranian approaches and the Canadian Approach.   

 Place: 5th (BC) Field Regt RCA Officers’ Mess, Rm 312, Bay Street Armoury 

 Time: 1130 for 1200 Luncheon 

 Cost: $25 (pay at the door) 

 Annual Dues will be accepted at the door. 

  

Wednesday,  14 Oct 2015 
Speaker:  Chief Constable Frank Elsner  Victoria Police Department 

Topic: "Overview of VPD and its role in contributing to National Security”  

Chief Elsner was appointed Chief Constable of the Victoria Police Department on January 1st, 2014. 

With over 30 years of policing experience, Chief Elsner has worked in police services across the country including the 

Greater Sudbury Police Service, RCMP, Ontario Provincial Police, Thunder Bay Police Service and the Owen Sound 

Police Service. He has had a strong and varied career, having worked in uniform patrol, criminal investigations, intelli-

gence, training and emergency operations divisions as well as various administrative areas. 

Chief Elsner holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science with a minor in Law from Lakehead University and a 

Master of Public Administration Degree from the University of Western Ontario. He also holds the Certified Municipal 

Manager, Police Executive III designation. He is a member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, serves 

on the International Committee of the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police, is the founding President of the Cana-

dian Institute for International Policing, and is a member of the FBI Law Enforcement Executive Development Associ-

ation. 

 Place: 5th (BC) Field Regt RCA Officers’ Mess, Rm 312, Bay Street Armoury 

 Time: 1130 for 1200 Luncheon 

 Cost: $25 (pay at the door) 

  

 

Wednesday, 4 Nov 2015 (NOTE THIS IS A CHANGE OF DATE) 
Speaker:  LCdr Chad Naefkin, Commanding Officer Fleet Diving Unit (Pacific ) - FDU(P) 

Topic: Roles Capabilites and recent Missions of FDU(P)  
FDU(P)’s provides Commander Maritime Forces Pacific with four core warfare capabilities by conducting: Mine Countermeasures 

(MCM) diving, Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD), Battle Damage Repair (BDR) and Force Protection (FP) support.  The unit 

holds a wide variety of diving equipment  and it is at the forefront of diving technology.   

LCdt Naefkin as in addition to operational tours, has served as both staff and commander at the Naval Diving School, an element of 

FDU(P) .   


